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Mens basketball falls 
two wins shy of the 
national tournament 


By RyAN MCASKILL 
Sports Eaitor 


For the Northern Essex men’s 
basketball team this season was 
about making a statement. From the 
start of the season the Knights had 
high hopes of capturing a title and 
the returning players added fuel to 
the fire with the experience of 
falling one win short of qualifying 
for the regional tournament last year. 

The Knights were able to quali- 
fy for both the state and regional 
tournaments this season but were 
bumped out early in both. The win- 
ner of the regional tournament 
receives an automatic bid to the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association national tournament 
held in upstate New York. 

This tournament is the NJCAA 
equivalent to the NCAA March 
Madness tournament. 

Going into post-season play the 
Knights (15-12) looked shaky at 
times, but when they played a 
Knights brand of basketball they 
were a force to be reckoned with. 
Getting hot at the right moment 
could be the difference between 


Knights fall short of tourney bid 


playing for a national title and 
watching from home. 

“We have had stints this year 
where we have been very good but 
we have also had stints where we 
have been bad,” said head coach 
Darren Stratton. “In my opinion 
there is very little difference in this 
league between the number | and 
the number 6 seeds. On any given 
night anyone can win. All we have 
to do is come to play.” 

The playoff picture for the 
Knights started with the MCCAC 
state tournament, which was held 
Feb. 22. 

Northern Essex fell in defeat to 
Springfield Tech Community 
College 69-58 in the opening rough 
of the tournament. Willis Martinez 
netted 13 points, while Paul Nartiff 
added nine points and Ryan 
Middlemiss contributed 13 points, 
nine assists and five steals. 

Despite the loss, the Knights fin- 
ished the season with a good enough 
record to qualify for the NJCAA 
Division 3 Region 21 tournament as 
the fourth seed and to host fifth 
seeded Bunker Hill Community 
College on March 1. 

Trailing at half time Martinez 
sparked the Knights with 21 points 
to lead them past Bunker Hill in the 
opening round of the tournament, 
88-77. Nartiff added 19 points 
while Ryan Middlemiss netted 13 
points. 


With the win, Northern Essex 
earned the right to face top-seeded 
Gateway in the semifinals on March 
4. The Knights had played them 
well during the regular season and 
were 1-1 in their two head-to-head 
matchups. 

In a valiant effort Northern 
Essex battled from a 36-36 halftime 
deficit to pull within one point with 
under three minutes to play. 

Gateway found a way to hit the 
shots in the end as they out scored 
the Knights by 13 points in the final 
minutes to win 77-63. 

Martinez lead the Knights with 
18 points in a losing effort. Nolan 
Murphy netted 12 points and Dana 
Spartichino added 10 points. 

“They made the shots as we did- 
n’t make many plays at the end,” 
Stratton said. “We had a key 
turnover and it was tough from 
there.” 

The telling stat of the night for 
Northern Essex was 33 percent, their 
shooting percentage from the floor 
during the game. 

“The kids played really hard but 
we struggled shooting,” Stratton 
said. “You're not going to win many 
games shooting 33 percent from the 
floor.” 

Ryan Middlemiss was honored 
for his play during the tournaments 
by being named to the All-tourna- 
ment team in both the MCCAC and 
NJCAA tournament. 
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Students get to rub 
elbows with politicians 


in America S beltway 


By KRISTA WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


Nudging into an office adorned 
with prestigious awards, honorary 
certificates and pictures of fellow 
politicians, several Contemporary 
Affairs Club members filed into Sen. 
John Kerry's office for a one-of-a- 
kind snapshot. 

Fresh from their five-day voyage 
to Washington D.C., on Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, several Contemporary 
Affairs Club members, including 
club adviser Prof. Stephen Russell 
and. Prof. Andrew Morse, were eager 
to retell their stories of rubbing 
elbows with top politicians, sitting in 
on a debate gallery, surviving the 
cramped youth hostel, meeting 
opposing lobbyists, and experienc- 
ing the diverse government culture 
that thrives in the nation's capital. 

The trip, which went into plan- 


ning prior to Christmas last year, was 
a standing invitation to all group 
members who wished to attend the 
Conservative Political Action 
Congress (CPAC). 

Sponsored by the American 
Conservative Union, Young 
America's Foundation and Human 
Events Newsweekly, CPAC started 
in 1973 and is a yearly conference 
for conservative activists. 

“T have always wanted to go to 
D.C. . . . I wanted to see the Capitol 
Building,” said Kathleen Johnson, 
who was one of the rookies of the 
trip. Johnson also wanted be more in 
touch with the country's political 
matters and visit the many monu- 
ments. 

“The myriad reasons why I 
chose to attend this conference were 
to learn about grassroots politics, 
learn about my own political ideolo- 
gy within its own spectrum with the 
varying forms of conservatism,” said 
club Vice President Reid A. Hoover 
Jr., who marked 2006 as his first trip 
to CPAC. 


See Contemporary Affairs page 20 


Commencement speaker 
selection now underway 


Search is on for a 
student speaker for 
spring graduation 


Being nominated to address grad- 
uates as student commencement 
speaker is a great honor and a wonder- 
ful accomplishment to include on a 
resume. 

The annual selection process is 
under way for choosing what NECC 
student gets to speak before the gradu- 
ating class of 2006 at this spring's 
commencement. 

Past graduating students selected 
for this honor include Lisa E. Cincotta, 
Early Childhood major and previous 
president of the Student Senate in 
2005, Liberal Arts major Charlene 
Boucher in 2004 and Liberal Arts 
major Sarah Cail in 2003. 

If anybody has met a graduating 
student who they feel has achieved 
academic success and impressed them 
with the contributions he or she has 
made to the college and/or communi- 
ty, please consider nominating him or 
her as this year's student commence- 
ment speaker. 

To nominate a student, draft a let- 
ter to the student speaker selection 
committee explaining why your nomi- 
nee would be a good candidate for stu- 
dent speaker and send it with the 
attached nomination sheet completed 
to Ernie Greenslade, director of public 
relations at NECC, Room E164, 
Haverhill Campus by Friday, March 


31. In your letter, you should address 
areas such as the extracurricular activ- 
ities of your nominee; how your nom- 
inee contributed to the college and/or 
the community in which he or she 
lives and/or works; and the future edu- 
cational and/or career plans of your 
nominee. 

The college encourages that those 
wishing to nominate a student solicit 
multiple letters of support for the 
nominee (only one nomination form 
is required for each nominee) and to 
include copies of news coverage, spe- 
cial awards or other items of interest 
that submitters would like the selec- 
tion committee to consider. 

The information submitted, as 
well as official transcripts, will be con- 
sidered by a committee of faculty and 
staff who will make recommendations 
to President David Hartleb. This is a 
very competitive process, so please be 
sure that the materials provided reflect 
the full scope of the being recom- 
mended and clearly communicate why 
this person should be selected to repre- 
sent the class of 2006. 

One last thing: It's wise to let stu- 
dents know that you plan to nominate 
them for this honor since some many 
not feel comfortable speaking in front 
of an audience of 3000 and may wish 
to politely decline. 

Any questions should be directed 
to Greenslade either in person or 
through an email to 
egreenslade@nece.mass.edu. The 
deadline for nominations is Friday, 
March 31. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


Nate Aznoian, Business Jose Sales, Liberal Arts Bryan Burns-Fedele, Theater 

“Tm just going to work.” “I might go to New York. I actually “Rehearsal for A/J My Sons and work- 
just got back — took my sister to ing, most likely.” 
Rockefeller Center.” 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 1y0 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 


and the New England Press Association. 


Corrections 


On page eight of the Feb. 15, 2006 edition of the NECC Observer in an 
article titled, “Contemporary Affairs plans to ‘Better the World’, the name of 
Career Planning Advisor and Disney Internship Coordinator Susan Chory 
was mispelled twice. 

Additionally, on the cover of the same issue, in an article titled, “Details 
behind arrest of Andrews are released,” the arraignment date for Mark 
Andrews was listed as Feb. 14. Following the printing of the issue, 


Andrews’s arraignment date was rescheduled for March 22, 2006. " 

Additionally, on page 11 of the same issue in an article titled, “NECC Kou Houle, Graphic Design _ Eric Zamanski, Physical Ed. Jake Gardner, Theater 
alumnus to compete in national college theater festival,” the secondary head- “I’m going surfing in Rhode Island. “Going to Florida with friends. “I am going to take a break from 
line was mislabed with the name, “Jim Brown” instead of “Jim Murphy,” _ It’s early in the season, and hopefully Maybe go to Disney.” school and enjoy the time I have 
theater professor at NECC. we can avoid the red tide.” gained... that’s it.” 


Additionally, on page 4 of the same issue in an article entitled, “Tips to 
staying flu-free this winter,” the article’s author, Jesse Reczek, was titled as 
being Editor of the NECC Observer. Reczek is in fact a Contributing 
Reporter. 
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To the Editor: 


“Innocent until proven guilty,” 
says President Hartleb (NECC 
Observer, February 8, 2006, 
“College Official Arrested for 
OUI”). Of course, President Hartleb 
was referring to the recent arrest of 
Vice President of Administration, 
Mark Andrews, for operating a vehi- 
cle under the influence of alcohol. 
And to those words, I couldn't agree 
more, but how many times have we 
heard the same phrase uttered from 
the mouths of dishonest, big shot 
businessmen, or from politicians 
defending a friend or colleague 
caught in a huge scandal? Forgive 
me if I sound somewhat skeptical of 
President Hartleb's motivation. 

When I finished reading the arti- 


cle, many questions came to mind. Is 
Mr. Andrews innocent as he says, or 
was he intoxicated as the police say 
and, if so, was he driving recklessly 
around Amesbury? Are _ the 
Amesbury police as over-zealous and 
out of line as many residents attest? 
Should President Hartleb fire Mr. 
Andrews if he is found guilty? Or 
should he fire him only because he 
was arrested, like many private and 
public companies would? Is 
President Hartleb instinctively pro- 
tecting a long-time friend and col- 
league, or is he following standard 
administrative policy? Certainly, I 


would like answers to these ques- 


tions — if only for curiosity's sake. 
However, I believe there is more 

at stake here than merely Mr. 

Andrews’ guilt or his innocence. 


Hoodies area 
fashion no-no 


To the Editor: 


I totally agree with the article in 
the NECC Observer on hoodie 
sweatshirts. Nowadays, everybody 
wears the same thing when it is cold 
and windy: pants and a hoodie. The 
never-ending presence of these hood- 
ies has always bothered me. The only 
time I think they are appropriate to 
wear is at home when you are just 
being comfortable. A person will 
wear a hoodie outside to a public sit- 
uation comfortably, but I think it 
should be thought of as wearing a 
pair of pajamas out to wherever you 


are going. Alternatively, a hoodie can 
be worn in a work situation. In a 
work situation you may need a hood- 
ie to stay warm when a jacket is too 
big to do your work in properly. 

Hoodies are not a fashion state- 
ment. They should be worn only out 
of necessity or for comfort in non- 
public places. People need to start to 
find ways to be comfortable and not 
wear the same thing as everyone else 
every single day. 


Robert Daigle 
Student 


Skeptical of Hartleb’s words | Corett 


Perhaps this situation could be a pos- 
itive opportunity for President 
Hartleb to display honest and profes- 
sional leadership to the hundreds of 
young men and women of this col- 
lege. Above all, President Hartleb 
should be forthcoming with his deci- 
sions in this matter and readily avail- 
able for inquiries from the campus 
press. So, what will it.be, cover-up 
and cronyism, or great leadership? 
Thus, with much anticipation, I look 
forward to following this ongoing 
story in the Observer. As for Mr. 
Andrews, I hope and pray he 
receives his justice and exoneration. 


David Kepner 
Student 


While reading the last few issues 
of the Observer, 1 was disappointed 
to see the omission of an article on 
Coretta Scott King. The wife of 
Martin Luther King Jr., she died on 
January 31, 2006 of natural causes. 
She was an important figure in the 
civil rights movement as she contin- 
ued Martin Luther King's work after 
his passing. She built the Atlanta- 
based Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
for Non-Violent Social Change as a 
living memorial to her husband's life 
and dream., and she developed and 
led the massive campaign to establish 


a Scott 
King ignored? 


Dear Editor: 


the third Monday in January as the 
national holiday “Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day”. She achieved this 
goal and it was celebrated for the first 
time in 1986. The month of February 
is Black History Month, and Coretta 
Scott King was an important leader 
in black history. Her death is a histor- 
ical event that should not have been 
overlooked. 
Sincerely, 


Tracy Lewis 
NECC Student, Nursing Program 


Meat is part of a healthy diet 


To the Editor: 


I'm writing to Dustin Luca, a stu- 
dent who wrote this article in the 
Opinions column in the NECC 
Observer, Feb. 8, 2006, “Don't eat 
me because I'm cute”. My opinions 
on vegetarianism are on the same line 
of his opinions. Some people feel that 
they can't eat certain things because 
of certain beliefs or trends. I'm not 
saying that it's wrong to feel that they 
can't eat animals or animal products. 
I do have friends that don't eat meat, 
but they are considerate of my feel- 
ings. They don't mind when we both 
go out and I order meat in front of 
them. Yet when people start to post it 
everywhere on their cars for exam- 
ple, and their clothes, and every time 
they open their mouth, it has gone too 


At the peak of the food chain. 


To the Editor: 


Though I would not call myself a 
meat lover, I definitely eat meat. I do 
not criticize those who are part of the 
growing trend of vegetarianism. I 
agree with Dustin Luca in that we are 
bombarded with sometimes offen- 
sive bumper stickers, t-shirts, and 
other drastic advertisements to con- 
vert us all into meat haters. Humans 
have devoured meat for thousands of 
years, so I imagine it would be fairly 
tought to break the habit now. 
However, I do believe that some peo- 
ple today are getting swept up with 
the new vegan trend for the wrong 
reasons. In the caveman days I won- 


der if some would starve if they 
refused to eat a cute and fluffy ani- 
mal. I think not, because if they did, 
they would die from starvation or 
from being attacked by that same 
fluffy. Maybe many vegans are right 
in the fact that the way manufacturers 
kill animals is very cruel and they 
have no valid excuse to use the mali- 
cious methods of animal destruction 
that they use. On the other hand, if 
we did not kill animals to eat, then 
they would be killing and eating us. 
We should consider ourselves fortu- 
nate that we have made it to the peak 
of the food chain. I personally think 
there is nothing wrong with vegetari- 
anism if practicing for a legitimate 


Misleading PETA images 


To the Editor: 


The article “Don't eat me because 
I'm cute” in the NECC Observer 
brings up a good argument. As a 
species we survived by eating meat 
and have done so for a long time. I 
eat meat, my father eats meat, his 
father ate meat, and so _ on. 
Personally, I have known people who 
force vegetarianism upon other peo- 
ple. These bumper stickers convey a 
message that if you eat meat you are 
automatically doing something 
wrong. They are no better than the 
“keep beeping, I'm reloading my 
gun” stickers. 

The “I am not a nugget” picture 
with the chick on it seems to be false 
in my eyes. The chickens that 
become nuggets are not hunted in the 
woods like wild animals. They are 
domesticated and raised on farms for 
the specific purpose of becoming 


nuggets. If the poster sported a car- 
toon of a dolphin and said “I am not 
tuna,” I would have a greater amount 
of compassion, mainly because we 
generally do not look for canned dol- 
phin meat at the grocery store. 
Humans have learned to breed cows, 
chickens and other animals for the 
purpose of food so there should be no 
reason to look down upon us flesh 
eaters. 

On the other hand, I can sympa- 
thize with the effort of getting a point 
across to people. Maybe one person 
saw that “peta2” sticker and thought 
to themselves “I'm going to become a 
vegetarian today.” For every twenty 
people who flipped you the finger, 
there could be one person who joined 
the effort for animal rights. 


Carl Williams 
Student 


reason, such as health or another 
medical reason. Practicing vegetari- 
anism because one does not like to 
see adorable little chicks or cows that 
“have emotions just like us” get 
slaughtered is silly. I wonder how 
vegans concerned with animal rights 
would react to a more humane 
method of destruction for animals. 
Would they consider eating meat 
again? I know a few people that 
argue animal rights, then drool over 
the sight and smell of a chicken 
nugget. 


Ginny Harden 
Student 


far. Also, when they act better than 
everyone that does eat meat, then that 
it where it becomes a problem and 
offends people, sometimes even 
myself. 

When we, the human race, came 
upon this world did we seek out 
nourishment and it happened to be 
animals, but I guess when we 
evolved, different ideas and opinions 
of what we should eat came about. 
We the human race now has the 
choice to pick what we want to put in 
our mouths. Yes, eating too much 
meat is bad for you. It has a lot of fat 
and cholesterol within the meat, but 
if you eat too much of anything, it's 
bad for you. If you don't cook meat 
enough, you could perhaps get sal- 
monella poisoning. But even with 
plants, if anything becomes spoiled 


and rotten it is as physicially sicken- 
ing as salmonella poisoning. 

I don't see anything wrong in eat- 
ing meat, It's a good source of protein 
and I think it tastes yummy. Meat, 
poultry, and fish are all part of the 
food pyramid which was formatted 
by the USDA and used since 1992. I 
just hope that these vegetarian 
activists will someday stop taking 
these cute pictures of small animals. 
Trying to make us think that, that's 
what we're really eating, but we the 
meat eaters know that we are actual- 
ly eating large cows and large chick- 
ens and not baby chickadees. 

Sincerely, 


Allyson-Paige Choquette 
Student 


Meat eaters should be 
more sensitive 


To the Editor: 


As a vegetarian, reading the arti- 
cle “Don't eat me because I'm cute” 
kind of offended me. It did not make 
me mad, exactly, but the writer made 
it seem like vegetarianism is a joke. I 
know that people are entitled to their 
own opinions of course, but the fact 
that at the end of the opinion piece it 
said “I think we should instate a new 
holiday for the entire world to cele- 
brate devoted specifically to eating 
animals” made me slightly annoyed. 
If you want to eat meat, eat it. | am 
not going to lecture anyone on why 
you shouldn't eat it, unless you are 
interested in hearing my thoughts on 


the matter. Animals should not be 
raised just to kill and then eat, period. 
But if you disagree with me, then 
fine. If the writer of that article wants 
a holiday to celebrate eating animals, 
then maybe there should be one cele- 
brating not eating them. To each his 
own I suppose, but maybe he should 
be a bit more sensitive to the fact that 
there are people who feel strongly 
about not killing animals just to eat 
them and that it really is not a joke. 


Kashmir Frizelle 
Student 


Make your voice heard. 


The NECC Observer wants your letters and 
opinions. Send your submissions to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 


See page 2 for details. 
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Standardized testing? Bah, humbug! 


Adult education 
cannot be compared 
with K-12 levels 


By CookIE LOPEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


After reading and hearing so 
much about Standardized Testing for 
Higher Education and the data sug- 
gesting that “college grads aren’t up 
to snuff, they don’t have the neces- 
sary skills to cut it in the work force, 
and that the US is losing its edge on 
technology because of this,” one has 
to question not only the accountabil- 
ity. and quality of our educational 
system but also our society as a 
whole. 

Charles Miller, chairman of the 
Commission on The Future of Higher 
Education, has a tough and slippery 
slope to climb in finding solutions to 
government concerns about the 
accountability, cost effectiveness, 
and quality of the higher educational 
system. Mr. Miller suggests imple- 
menting mandated national standards 
testing and the incorporation of a 
national curriculum in two and four 
year institutions as a means to mea- 
sure the efficacy of student learning 
while ensuring that proper skills are 
acquired upon graduation. His argu- 
ment is based on data that states col- 
lege grads aren’t prepared adequately 
for work nationally or globally. 

But, there are flaws with the 
premise of standardized testing. One 
recently published account, that 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 


proves the dismal failure of standard- 
ized testing, comes from The 
Education Policy Research Unit of 
Arizona State University. High- 
stakes testing is defined by the Unit 
as “consequences that are attached to 
tests,” and the results of their analy- 
sis demonstrate several key points 
which are sited below: 

- There is not enough evidence 
to support the proposition of testing 
increasing student achievements. 


- Academic achievements 
decreased, scores presented by ACT, 
SAT, and AP 


showed decline. 

- These tests 
may tend to inhibit 
rather than foster 
academic growth. 

- Students are 
being taught con- 
tents of _ state 
administered tests 
and not learning 
meaningfully to 
carry over. 

What it comes down to is that 
Standardized testing doesn’t work 
even with having consequences 
attached to negative test results. If 
these protocols are not effectual then 
some other means of assessment 
should be considered, or even revert- 
ing back to old successful method- 
ologies that have worked in the past, 
just attach incentives rather than con- 
sequences. President Bush needs to 
reintroduce funding strategies for 
technological research and reforming 
education so that we can remain on 
that global competitive edge. 

If the federal government feels 
that it isn’t getting enough bang for 


its buck then maybe getting back to 
basics should be top priority. Rather 
than overspending tax dollars in an 
unwanted war, they should be com- 
mitting those dollars in revitalizing 
America’s infrastructure, which con- 
sists of its citizens. Spend it here 
where it’s needed, especially on 
those who need to get educated and 
trained for decent jobs, clothed, feed, 
and housed. And in so doing, the 
federal government will be eventual- 
ly creating a stronger and capable 
nation with the capacity to compete 


Se Me OT 


What it comes down to is that standard- 
ized testing doesn’t work even with hay- 
ing consequences attached to negative 
test results. 


anywhere. 

Maybe it’s an ideological and 
political agenda targeting Higher 
Education in order to undermine 
grants, or limiting college access to 
an elite few. A call for accountabili- 
ty of American Colleges under the 
disguise of “dumbing down the best 
and the brightest” should then com- 
mence with the president and trickle 
down to the janitor who works in the 
White House. Why should ques- 
tioning a teacher’s expertise be the 
only outcome of these measures? 
And if the question remains, then 
why not improve the quality of teach- 
ing at the basic level? Colleges and 


WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 
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Universities have to comply with 
accreditation requirements, how 
much more can they be taxed and 
still offer affordable tuition to stu- 
dents? Just maybe, we need to start 
looking at K-12 levels before trying 
to gauge how college students are 
learning. We need to look at how 
adequately prepared students are at 
the basic level before sending them 
off to the next sequential level in 
education. 

There is no comparison between 
Adult education and K-12 levels. 
Adult education is 
not required learn- 
ing, and should be 
administered to all 
on an equal opportu- 
nity basis. If stan- 
dards .aren’t up to 
par for the federal 
government then on 
what basis are they 
comparing us with? 
Because, I am sure 
that the very people 
that -have provided data to the 
Commission are the very people that 
have been educated here in the 
United States and maybe their 
accountability and credibility should 
be looked into. Maybe we as a soci- 
ety need to look at the impact of how 
being poor vs. being affluent impact 
learning. 

If there is a unique model some- 
where in some other society then the 
government should focus on modify- 
ing our system into similar models in 
order to achieve the end results 
desired and end the finger pointing 
and the blame game by putting their 
money where their mouths are. And 


in the same token, keeping in mind 
that the Europeans are going away 
from systems of state control while 
the United States is doing just the 
opposite, so much for progress, huh? 
This should be a wake up call to 
many people: red flags should have 
gone up a long time ago. 

I have had to deal with the public 
educational system all my: life. I 
faired well with it. Many important 
people have gone through the public 
education system and have done very 
well for themselves also. I have had 
many professors who received their 
basic lessons in a “P.S. 90 or LS. 
303” and have taught in Long Island 
University or New York City 
Community College. My son, who 
is 13, in the. seventh grade reads at a 
9th grade level and has always had an 
TEP in place. My granddaughter, 
who is the same age, in regular track 
reads at a 6th grade level. Everyone’s 
learning style and capacity to absorb 
information is different, every state 
teaches differently, and there are 
those who have learning disabilities; 
how will they propose to measure 
these differences and will there be 
allowances for those differences? 

The so-called “cookie cutter” 
approach won’t work for the entire 
system and it wont work for every- 
one, so then what? Where do we go 
from here? What happens to the 
teachers, instructors, and professors 
after all this hum-dum is forgotten? 
The seed of doubt was planted and 
who will sow it to make. things bet- 
ter? And as Scrooge termed it, bah, 
humbug. 


9 at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
Series | ed se ad ler. 


|The UPS| 
|EARN & 
|LEARN| 


$1, 


[Program |IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


GET UP TO 


APPLY ONLINE: 
www.upsjobs.com 
FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS * 90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS wk te UPS Banduark ae raged wederaky of Liseet Prot Gevice of dee, be 08 ote eve 


— = ee 


a 


Page 5 NECC Observer March 8, 2006 


This bank 


Bank of America should 
be tried for crimes 


against humanity 
By Dustin Luca 
Editor 
Say you 
really, really 


wanted a can of 
soda from that 
vending 


machine, but 
you didn’t have , 
any money. 
Usually, you 
would then 
3 approach a 


oe, friend of yours 
and say, “Hey, can I borrow some 
money?” Would it be the American 
way for that friend of yours to say, 
“Ok, sure. But I’m going to have to 
charge you a $35 over-drafting fee”? 


a 


Of course not, mainly because 
your friend isn’t a big, stupid jerk 
named Bank of America. 

I’m a member of this bank... well, 
was a member... and for the longest 
time, the bank was a good bank. It 
was actually good up until it was 
renamed Bank of America. Before 
that, I used to know it as Fleet, and 
before that BankBoston, and before 
that Baybank. There were a few more 
before that too, but I wasn’t even old 
enough to make educated decisions 
on my own at the time, let alone know 
what the name of my bank was. 

Ever since it hostilely took Fleet 
over, Bank of Morons has set in place 
an elaborately evil system of fees and 
charges that make it almost impossi- 
ble for a person to save. money, or 
develop a respectable line of credit, or 
afford their drug habit. Here’s how it 
works, at least on my STUDENT 
CHECKING account. 

First, if my account has under 


$750 in it, which it usually does - 


because of my undying need for awe- 


some stuff, they’re now going to hit 
me with monthly fees for having less 
than $750 in my account. And I 
changed my account to a STUDENT 
CHECKING account so I could avoid 
fees. This is not a joke. 

Then, if I ever have a very low 
amount of money in my account, say 
$10 or something, because I just 
broke my back to cover tuition and a 
case of Hot Pockets I ordered on 
Ebay, they often hit me with some 
crazy fee listed in Latin (the transla- 
tion could be “I like shiny objects” 
for all I know) for the sole purpose of 
over-drafting my account. This turns 
the $10 I had saved for gas into a -$40 
deficit on my STUDENT CHECK- 
ING account. 

And: whenever they do this, I 
always go right into my. local branch, 


often hostilely, and get the fees 


reversed. They take the. fees. back 
EVERY SINGLE TIME after realiz- 
ing how dumb they are. 

I swear, this happens to me on a 
regular basis, and it started happening 


So class is out... now what? 


Killing time the 
NECC way 


By TAYLOR SPINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


If you’re anything like me then 
chances are you came in to register for 
spring classes at the latest possible 
‘moment before they started. Along 
~ ‘with discovering that the 8 a.m. com- 
position class was the only one you 
could get, you were then thrilled to 
realize that there is a three hour break 
between that and the next class in 
your day. 

So you’re out of your first class, 
having to hold your eyes open the 
entire time because your body wasn’t 
designed to learn that early in the 
morning and you discover you have 
all the time in the world and nothing 
to do with it. You regret actually 
doing your homework at home for 
once. 

There are many options for the 
between-class boredom that many of 
us are oh-so-familiar with: 


Building 
Mocking cartoons 


are sending the 
wrong message 


By DAN LAPEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Most residents of Haverhill’s 
Riverside neighborhood are familiar 
with Building 19, with its moldy 
merchandise, low prices, and sec- 
ond-hand shopping carts with differ- 
ent retailers’ logos on them. 

What intrigues me the most 
about “the building” is the fantastic 
mural on the outside wall of the 
store; the inelegant, crude caricature 
portrayals of some very terrible 
things. An enormous cartoon face 
adorned with thick black glasses, 
meant to simulate store founder 
Gerald Irwin Elovitz,.shouts, ’ These 
Deals Are Brought To You By...” 
from a speech bubble. 


First off, go to Dunkin Donuts! 
Chances are you were the only one in 
your first class without your mocha 
latte, and it’s time to get trendy. To 
take up extra time you can confuse the 
people at the drive up window by 
changing your order seven consecu- 
tive times, causing a. confrontation 
that will at least eat up a few minutes. 
Okay, so you’ve got your latte and 
you're still depressed and unfulfilled, 
now what? 

Like mindlessly staring a comput- 
er screen? Me too! Thanks to the 
internet you now have a way to occu- 
py the computer labs while accom- 
plishing absolutely nothing, but at 
least you’ve got a comfy chair to sit 
in. It is recommended for extreme 
cases of the between-class blues that 
you start an account on MySpace.com 
and send messages to absolutely 
everybody. You may not even know 
them, but who cares? 

Looking up at the clock between 
rapid clicks and a million LOLs, you 
realize that you still have an hour 
between class. Time to make your 
rounds! 

If you like confusing people and 


making them wonder what the hell 


you are thinking like I do, this is a 
great way to turn your mind off and 
wander about in your leisure time. 
Simply walk into the Spurk building 
and begin walking, don’t stop to talk 
to anyone, and if anyone tries to slow 
you down, you don’t even need to dig- 
nify their comments with a verbal 
response, simply point to the watch on 
your wrist - actually, you don’t even 
need a watch, just point to your wrist 
and pretend you know what you’re 
talking about. You will look like you 
are busy or late to class, but then when 
the same people see you walking back 
and forth through the main lobby 
because you actually didn’t have any- 
where to go, they begin to wonder. 

Well, there you go, I’ve tried all of 
these boredom killers and I am proud 
to say that they have made my three 
hour breaks a little bit less meaning- 
less, well, maybe not, but less boring. 
So to all those out there with all the 
time in the world to sit and stare off 
into space, I hope this helps, but if 
your between-class blues still persist, 
you may be on your own. 


19’s cheap humor 


And then terrible catastrophe, 
disaster, deformity, and despair is 
depicted down the line of painted 
plywood sheets, each resembling a 
cartoon panel and substituted in 
place of a real glass window. 

The entire length of the store- 
front is covered by about twelve or 
thirteen panels that re-create 
absolutely every unimaginably hor- 
rendous situation known to man. 

A two-headed mutated teenager 
riding a skateboard with a contorted 
smile on his face is splashed on the 
wall with brilliant colors; which one 
can only conclude is meant to mean 
that deformity is a good thing when 
it creates a good deal. 

Hurricanes and tornadoes spin as 
floods splash and trains wreck, but 
still, with brilliant colors and odd 
smiles. Bankruptcies! A truck dri- 
ving off in a cloud of dust and a man 
left with his pockets hanging out of 
his pants to portray mortgage fore- 
closures and repossessions. 

The misery fest gets wrapped up 
with fires, a burning home depicted. 


The only possible salvage opportuni- 
ties missing from the painting are 
Indian raids and nuclear winters. The 
art stops to accommodate the 
entrance and exit, and concludes 
with a giant yellow face, with a 
quasi-squiggle smile and which also 
sports Elovitz’s shades, who shouts 
Have A Cheap Day!!” 

WHAT?? 

Now just what kind of message 
is that really sending there? Is 
Building 19 trying to legitimize tak- 
ing advantage of the afflicted? 
Trying to say “Hey, it’s OK to 
ridicule with cartoon and stomp on 
the down-trodden, and you know 
what? It’s just fine to go ahead and 
pawn their stuff off at dirt cheap bar- 
gain-basement prices.”? 

Then, instead of “Have a nice 
day, customer,” the mural goes 
ahead and calls you cheap, right after 
showing you all the awful things that 
had to happen in order for you to 
save a couple bucks. 

I think a bunch of wise-asses are 
behind the whole thing. 


after Bank Of Puppy Stomping and 
its employees took over and ate all of 
Fleet’s employees. Raw. These 
hideously evil bank tellers don’t even 
have souls or consciences, I might 
add. Some of those Fleet employees 
had families, 

This bank’s tyranny doesn’t end 
there, however. When you, the 
absolutely irresponsible student who 
can’t keep his or her STUDENT 
CHECKING account in the positive 
levels, coincidentally overdraft on 
your STUDENT CHECKING 
account, you get some angry letter 
written by Satan himself about how 
inefficient of a human specimen you 
are and how you should kill yourself 
at once so you can begin your eternal 
life of employment at. Bank of 
Unprotected Sex With Zoo Animals. 
I’m sure that, if I followed on their 
lead; I’d end up joining my favorite 
past Fleet employees wherever I end 
up going. 

So, after over-drafting some 20.or 
more times in the past two years (that 


NOT American 


is not a joke) for reasons that honest- 
ly have nothing to do with me, I am 
closing my account with Bank of 
Baby Punching, an account that has 
in some ways existed since I was born 
22 years ago. 

I honestly don’t understand how a 
bank can do business when all it does 
is rapes its customers with service 
fees, periodical fees and then over- 
drafting fees. In fact, I would bet all 
of the money I have in my Sovereign 
Bank account (my new bank) on the 
fact that the rise in the prices of postal 
stamps, gasoline and heroin are 
directly related to how nobody ever 
has money because Bank of Dead 
Baby Barbeque keeps taking it all 
away with their complicated take- 
money-from-starving-college-stu- 
dents fee structure. 

I’m done. Bank of Back Yard 
Abortions is taking all of this stu- 
dent’s money away with their dishon- 
est scheme of financial terrorism. It 
would be interesting to see the 
_President do something about that. 


Do not anticipate trouble, or worry about 


B08 ee ee 


what may never happen. Keep in the 


sunlight. 


-- Benjamin Franklin — 


One of the symptoms of an approaching 
nervous breakdown is the belief that 
one's. work is.terribly important. 

-- Bertrand Russell 


One's first step in wisdom is to question 
everything - and one's last is to come to 


_ terms with everything. 


-- Georg Christoph Lichtenberg 


- If we had no winter, the spring would not 


be so pleasant: if we did not sometimes 
taste of adversity, prosperity would not 


be so welcome. 


-- Anne Bradstreet 


Wisdom outweighs any wealth. 


-- Sophocles 


Violence is the last refuge of the incom- 


petent. 


-- Isaac Asimov 


Far better it is to dare mighty things, to 
win glorious triumphs even though 
checkered by failure, than to rank with 
those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor 
suffer much because they live in the gray 
twilight that Knows neither victory nor 


defeat. 


-- Theodore Roosevelt 


$500 


Spurk Memorial Scholarship 
For Liberal Arts Students 


Open to students who: 
> are residents of the Merrimack Valley 


> are currently enrolled in a Liberal Arts 
program at NECC 


>have completed 12 or more credits 1n the 
~ Liberal Arts program 


>have a 3.2 G-P.A. or better 


> submit a 200-500 word essay and an 
application by April 3, 2006 


Pick up applications at Financial Aid Office in 
Haverhill or the Front Desk in Lawrence or at: 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/financial/genscholarinfo.shtml 
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Faculty participate 
in exchange 
program 


For the last several years, 
Northern Essex Community 
College has participated in a 
faculty exchange with col- 
leagues in the Netherlands. 

NECC faculty are matched 
with Dutch faculty in similar 
positions attheir college. The 
Dutch faculty are hosted for 
two weeks in October by their 
Northern Essex partners. 

In May, NECC faculty will 
travel to the Netherlands where 
they are hosted by the Dutch 
partners. 

The only coststo faculty for 
the exchange are the airfare 
and incidental personal expens- 
es. 

To date, five NECC facul- 
ty and staff have taken part in 
the exchange. 


Hartleb named chair 
of executive 
committee of MCO 


David F. Hartleb, president 
of Northern Essex Community 
College, was recently appoint- 
ed chair of the executive com- 
mittee of | Massachusetts 
Colleges Online (MCO), a 
consortium of the 24 state and 
community colleges in 
Massachusetts designed to 
deliver online education. 

As chair, Hartleb will play 
a leadership role in expanding 
MCO which just celebrated its 
three-year anniversary and now 
has over 1,000 online courses 
and 38 certificate and associate 
degree programs—offered by 
Massachusetts state and com- 
munity colleges—on its web- 
site. 

In addition to providing 
one-stop shopping for students 
interested in online courses and 
programs, MCO allows mem- 
ber colleges to better market 
their online resources to a num- 
ber of target audiences such as 
high schools looking to provide 
dual enrollment opportunities; 
state agencies that need effec- 
tive, low cost training options; 
and businesses that want to 
convert existing classroom 
courses to online delivery. 

“Access is an extremely 
important part of the public 
higher education mission,” said 
Hartleb. “Online courses and 
programs help us to reach an 
entirely new audience of stu- 
dents, those who because of 
physical constraints or time 
constraints have difficulty 
making it into the classroom.” 


Does your campus organiza- 


tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 


sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


March 8, 2006 


Funds raised for purchase of 
DVDs for Bentley Library 


Student Senate 
donates money for 
collection 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


The Student Senate finished a 
project to improve the technology 
available to students at NECC. 

At recent meetings, the group 
completed plans to donate money for 
the purchase of several DVDs to the 
Bentley Library on the Haverhill 
campus. The DVDs will be available 
to both students and professors. 

“TJ was in an American cinema 
class and one of the things that I 
found problematic was that we had a 
lot of movies to view, but we could 
only see them once in class,” said 
Robert Cook Jr., Student Senate pres- 
ident. “We didn't have any in the 
library to check out.” 

Cook brought this matter to the 
attention of the student senate in 


October at which point it was deter- 
mined that this was a cause worthy of 
their time and energy. They raised 
$189 through a bake sale in 
November which will be delivered to 
the library along with a list of sug- 
gested DVDs later this month. 

Originally, the group planned to 
purchase the DVDs independently 
with funds. According to Cook, they 
decided against this option because 
the library has “better purchase 
power” than the Student Senate; they 
are capable of finding a better price 
which would allow for a greater 
number of DVDs to be purchased. 

Library Director Linda Shea 
could not be reached for comments 
on the donation. 

Another matter on the group's 
agenda involved complaints about 
the college's shuttle system, which is 
run through Eagle Security. Two 
shuttles, one seating 14 passengers 
and the other seating seven passen- 
gers, transports students between the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus 
every hour from 7:15 a.m. to 10:05 
p.m. Students qualify to receive a 


shuttle pass through the registrar, and 
can then ride free of charge. 

“One of the issues was the total 
number of students that can take the 
shuttle at a certain time,” said Dina 
Brown, swwdent activities coordinator 
and student senate advisor. 

According to Claire Dube, stu- 
dent senator and frequent shuttle 
user, drivers often do not check to see 
if riders have shuttle passes, which 
has led to overcrowding. In some 
cases, students missed their sched- 
uled shuttle and were told to wait 45 
minutes for the next one to arrive, 
according to Dube. 

“T'm fighting for the students, not 
for anyone else,” said Dube. 

The Student Senate met with 
Mark Andrews, administrative ser- 
vices, on Feb. 21 to discuss ways to 
address the concerns raised by shuttle 
users. 

“He was very accommodating in 
hearing us and listening to our sug- 
gestions,” said Cook. 

Student senate grossed $250.50 
from their latest fundraiser, the 
Valentine's Day rose sale. The sale 


GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


USED BOOK SALE 
WEDNESDAY 
DONATIONS OF USED BOOKS IN GOOD CONDITION MAY BE 


APRIL 5? 


10-1 


SPURK LOBBY 


DROPPED OFF AFTER SPRING BREAK 
QUTSIDE OF C314B 


PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT CHARITIES AND CLUB EVENTS 
THIS YEAR WE HAVE MADE CONTRIBUTIONS TO: 


THE SALVATION ARMY 


LAWRENCE EAGLE TRIBUNE SANTA FUND 
NEW v.BEDEQED HATE PRIME VICTIMS FUND 


SAFE ZONE PROGRAM - 
THE PURPOSE OF THE SAFE ZONE PROGRAM IS TO VISIBLY MARK 
PEOPLE AND PLACES THAT ARE ‘SAFE’ FOR LGBT STUDENTS. WHEN 
STUDENTS, STAFF, FACULTY AFFIX THESE STICKERS TO THEIR OFFICE 
DOORS, BACKPACKS LOCKERS ETC., IT LETS OTHERS KNOW THEY ARE A 


SAFE PERSON TO APPROACH FOR SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE. 


did not go “quite as well as last year,” 
according to Cook. 

“We had a couple dozen roses or 
so that didn't quite meet the stan- 
dards, they were pretty wilted,” said 
Cook. 

Student senate was informed by 
their vendor, DandiLyons, that they 
will be reimbursed for the damaged 
flowers, but have yet to confirm 
when and how this will be done. 
According to Cook, they are consid- 
ering a new vendor for next year's 
sale. 

Elections were held to fill the 
official positions available on student 
senate this semester. At the Feb. 22 
meeting, the group elected Joey 
O'Donnell for treasurer, Brian 
Soberon for program chair of the 
Lawrence campus, John Berrini for 
program chair of the Haverhill cam- 
pus, and Jessica Twohig for parlia- 
mentarian. The position of secretary 
was not filled. 

“IT want to strive for a lot more 
student involvement this semester,” 
said Berrini of his intentions as pro- 
gram chair of the Haverhill campus. 


| 


STICKERS WILL AVAILABLE THROUGH GSA MEMBERS AND 
CLUB ADVISORS CJ CRIVARO AND SANDRA DEVELLIS IN C3 148 


DAY OF SILENCE WEDNESDAY APRIL 26™ 
NORTHERN ESSEX WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THIS NATIONAL 
STUDENT LED DAY OF ACTION. DURING THIS DAY, THOSE WHO SUPPORT 

MAKING ANTLLGBT BIAS UNACCEPTABLE IN SCHOOLS VOW TO 
PARTICIPATE BY PERIODS OF SILENCE TO RECOGNIZE AND PROTEST THE 
DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT - IN EFFECT, THE SILENCING ~ 
EXPERIENCED BY LGBT STUDENTS AND THEIR ALLIES. 


- ON ALL THESE EVENTS, USE THE CLUB'S E-MAIL FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION: gsa@student.necc.mass.edu. 


THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Elite colleges look to 
untapped reservoir: 
community 


The signs are everywhere, from 
the BMWs parked on campus, to 
the students' designer cell phones, 
to the number of families paying 
full price even as tuition and fees 
climb past $40,000. The most pres- 
tigious colleges are overwhelming- 
ly attended by the wealthy. 

It's a problem colleges are 
speaking about more frankly and 
have tried to address with more 
financial aid, but with only mixed 
success. Now, a small group of 
selective colleges is turning its 
attention to what may be an 
untapped reservoir of able, low- 
income students: the 6.5 million 
people who attend community col- 
leges. Five well-known private col- 
leges and three highly selective 
public schools _ the flagship cam- 
puses of the 
Michigan, California and North 
Carolina _ were to announce plans 
Monday to accommodate a total of 
about 1,100 more community col- 
lege transfer students from low- to 
moderate-income families over the 
next four years. The Jack Kent 
Cooke Foundation will contribute 
about $7 million for support pro- 
grams, while the colleges will 
spend more than $20 million of 
their own money on support pro- 
grams and financial aid. 

The private colleges participat- 
ing are Amherst, Mount Holyoke, 
Bucknell, Cornell and _ the 
University of Southern California. 


Officials let powerplant 
fire burn before 
searchig for bodies 


MOUNDSVILLE, W.Va. 
(AP)—Crews on Sunday waited 
for a smoldering fire to die out 
inside a 100-story-high power 
plant smokestack so they could 
search for the body of a worker 
presumed dead inside. 

The worker was one of several 
installing a fiberglass lining inside 
the concrete stack when the fire 
broke out Saturday. Three other 
workers at the top of the stack were 
trapped for two hours above the 
flames before a dramatic helicopter 
rescue. 

“They were able to get on top 
of the stack and able to secure 
themselves on the side to stay out 
of the fire," Marshall County 
Sheriff John Gruzinskas said. 

Ground crews communicated 
with the men by radio, he said, and 
the three remained calm while 
awaiting rescue. They were all in 


stable condition at hospitals 
Sunday. 

Gruzinskas_ said he was 
amazed at the rescue by a 


Maryland State Police helicopter, 
which lowered a bucket to lift each 
worker out individually. West 
Virginia authorities requested the 
helicopter and its crew of trained 
rescuers, which came about 100 
miles from Cumberland, Md. 


Universities ‘of | 
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Title V program 
introduces new project 


Adelante is designed 
to offer assistance to 


college students 


By GISELLE VEGA 
Contributing Reporter 


The Title V project, primarily 
based on the Lawrence campus, has 
developed a new program called 
Adelante in coordination with the 
CPAC staff. 

This program provides Latino 
students tips meant to help them suc- 
ceed in college and life. 

Adelante is a program that offers 
opportunities to meet with CPAC 
staff, NECC faculty, and other stu- 


dents. The program was designed to 
aid students in getting information 
regarding their major, assessment 
tests, transfers, scholarships, intern- 
ships or guidance on what classes 
they should be taking. 

Manuel Correia-Branco said, 
“We will help you save time and 
money.” 

This program exists today 
because in 2002, the Lawrence cam- 
pus of NECC received a. five-year 
federal grant (Title V) for 2.2 million 
dollars and was designated a 
Hispanic Serving Institution by the 
U.S Dept. of Education. 

These grants are only awarded to 
Hispanic Serving Institutions. NECC 
was the only institution of higher 
education in New England to receive 


this. According to the Grant's 
records, in 2004, Hispanics made up 
to 40 percent of the students in the 
Lawrence campus. 

With this Title V project, they 
have created a fully staffed Career 
Planning and Advising Center, they 
hired more Hispanic faculty and 
made more student programs. “There 
are sO many opportunities especially 
for Latinos,” said by Gisela Nash, 
Mentor Coordinator at NECC in 
Lawrence. 

CPAC is not only a “one stop” 
center to enroll to classes, but also a 
place where students can sit one-on - 
one with a staff member and get 
assistance with applications, finan- 
cial aid, scholarships or just offer 
personal support. 


Student Activities promotes 
positive environment 


Spurk Building 
events bring students 


together 


By TAYLOR SPINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Bruce Potter and the Student 
Activities Department at Northern 
Essex have been working hard to 
promote and create a _ positive 
response for their sponsored activi- 
ties that mostly take part in the lobby 
of the C building. 

Tuesday Feb. 21, Student 
Activities introduced students to the 


concept of living economically on 50 
dollars a week and a sandwich maker. 
In the cooking demonstration, 
Potter cooked breakfasts, entrees, 
pizzas, deserts, and more to try and 
show students that it is easy to live 
thriftily. The cooking demonstration 
also gave students the opportunity to 
sample different dishes for free. 
Having an updated Student ID card 
was required to sample many dishes. 
This is only one of the recent and 
upcoming events being planned by 
the Student Activities Department. 
On Tuesday Feb. 28, a Mardi Gras- 
themed event was held which Potter 
said had a very positive turnout. 
“We must have given out over a 


thousand beads,” he said. During the 
Mardi Gras festivities students were 
offered several native to New 
Orleans dishes, ranging from rice and 
beans to authentic chicory coffee. 
This was another event in which stu- 
dents were encouraged to have ID 
cards in order to receive free food. 

Also, the Student Activities 
department will be hosting a “Mock- 
Tail” festival in which non-alcoholic 
cocktails will be served as a student 
benefit. 

Be sure to keep your eyes open 
when passing through the doors of 
the Spurk Building, as you never 
know what kind of free fun you can 
have with your Student ID. 


Multiple hit and runs reported in 


Haverhilll campus lots 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring the assis- 
tance of Eagle Security at NECC 


campuses in Haverhill and 
Lawrence, Mass. This log covers all 
incidents from the dates of Feb. 2, 
2006 to Feb. 24, 2006. 


Haverhill campus, Feb. 6, 
2006 to Feb. 24, 2006. 


Feb. 6, 2006 - A hit and run was 
reported. One student's car was 
pushed into another student's car 
between 7-9 p.m. No witnesses 
were available. 

Feb. 10, 2006 - A student 
passed out in the C Building. An 
ambulance was called but the stu- 


dent refused medical treatment. 

Feb. 16, 2006 - A student 
reported that his or her MP3 player 
was stolen in the gym. 

Feb. 21, 2006 - A student's car 
was hit in Lot 4. No witnesses were 
available. In an unrelated incident, 
a student reported his or her wallet 
stolen from the photo lab. 

Feb. 22, 2006 - The fire alarm 
was pulled in the gym during the 
night. Everything checked out fine. 
In an unrelated incident, a student 
hurt his or her knee from banging it 
into a desk. No medical personal 
were necessary. 

Feb. 23, 2006 - A student's car 
that was left unlocked in the 
Technology Center parking lot was 
rifled through. Nothing was report- 
ed missing. 

Feb. 24, 2006 - A hit and run 
was reported in Lot 5. A passing car 
bumped a student that was walking 
in the lot. The driver never stopped, 
but the student was able to get the 
license plate number and a police 
report was filed. A copy of that 
report will be requested. 


Lawrence campus, Feb. 2, 
2006 to Feb. 22, 2006. 


Feb. 2, 2006 - Judy James, head 
of the daycare on campus, filed an 
incident report after an individual 
approached the playground and 
tried to give a little girl money 
through the fence. In an unrelated 
event, the Lawrence Water 
Department was on site to read the 
water meter. : 

Feb. 9, 2006 - The Lawrence 
Fire Department was on site to 
place a chemical list and an updat- 
ed handicapped student evacuation 
list into Knox box on the outside 
wall on Franklin St. 

Feb. 18, 2006 - Eagle Security 
held a CPR class for employees. 

Feb. 22, 2006 - At 11:25 an 
alarm door sounded on Lower 
level. Security checked all around 
but everything was normal. It's a 
possibility that a student bolted 
through an emergency door for an 
easy exit. 


This security log was assembled 
by Contributing Reporter Joni 
Quinn. 


World News 


* 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Brazil’s president 
hopes to talk with 
President Bush 


BRASILIA, Brazil (AP),— 
Brazil's president says he'd like to 
get President Bush and ardent U.S. 
critic Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez to sit down together and 
talk out their differences. 

“T told President Bush that, 
before my term of office ends, I 
want to see him and Chavez seated 
at the same table," Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
told The Economist in an interview 
published Friday on the British 
magazine's Web site. 

Relations between Venezuela, 
the world's fifth largest oil 
exporter, and the U.S. have gradu- 
ally deteriorated, leading to the 
recent expulsion of diplomats from 
each country and threats by 
Caracas to cut oil shipments to the 


1 US. 


Washington officials have 
repeatedly expressed concern over 
the health of democracy in 
Venezuela, while Chavez often 
criticizes imperialist" U.S. 
actions in places from Latin 
America to Iraq. 


Thousands rally in 
Pakistan, while Turkey 
protests prophet 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP)}— 
Tens of thousands of people 
massed in Pakistan and Turkey on 
Sunday to protest cartoons of 
Islam's Prophet, Muhammad, that 
have fired anger throughout the 
Muslim world. 

About 50,000. people, many 
chanting “Hang those who insult- 
ed the prophet," rallied Sunday in 
the southern Pakistani city of 
Karachi. The protesters burned the 
Danish flag, hit an effigy of 
President Bush with a stick and 
chanted “‘Death to America" and 
“Death to Musharraf." Pakistani 
President Gen. Pervez Musharraf 
welcomed Bush to Pakistan on 
Saturday. 

Hundreds of policemen in riot 
gear lined the central Karachi road 
where the rally was held. There 
was no violence. 

In Turkey, some 20,000 pro- 
testers chanting anti-Danish slo- 
gans gathered in the eastern city of 
Erzurum, reports said. 

The protesters chanted slogans 
denouncing Denmark and cried 
“Allah is Great," the Anatolia 
news agency said. 

In Pakistan, the protest was 
organized by a coalition of radical 
Islamic groups opposed to 
Musharraf and the United States. 
The alliance, Mutahida Majlis-e- 
Amal, or United Action Forum, has 
organized a series of demonstra- 
tions against the cartoons, which 
first appeared in a newspaper in 
Denmark and were reprinted in 
several other European countries. 
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Student plans for military life 


Business major to 
serve in the Army 
National Guard 


By JAY Hopson 
Contributing reporter 


The student selling flowers in the 
lobby of- Spurk building on 
Valentine’s Day is wearing a dark 
pinstripe suit with a cranberry col- 
ored tie—the uniform of profession- 
alism and business—but soon his 
pinstripes will change to a uniform of 
khaki and camouflage. 

John Berrini, 25, a business 
major, will soon be trading in his 
NECC student ID for a set of dog 
tags and a discipline foreign to many 
of his fellow students, but one that he 
looks forward to with positive antici- 
pation. 

“Basic training was tough,, but 
the training I received as a combat 
lifesaver was intense and helped the 
time go quicker,” Berrini said. 

The intense focus in his eyes 
speaks volumes to the intensity with 
which he treats life in general. 

Berrini is currently Program 
Chair of the Haverhill campus for 
Student Senate, and a member of 
Alpha Beta Gamma National Honor 
Society. He will also be running log 
distance track for NECC this spring. 

John Damien, 24, a longtime 
friend describes Berrini as “unex- 
pected.” 

“You never know what John is 
going to say,” Damien said. “He's 
liable to say or do anything.” 

What Berrini enjoys is live action 


Maree 


role playing. Together with dozens of 
friends and fellow role players, he 
dons a medieval costume and, with 
form covered swords and spears, 
spends weekends in competition with 
other teams for the fun and sport of 
living what others play on their com- 
puters. 

That's where Staff Sgt. Henry 
Giasson first met Berrini in 1997. 

“John (Berrini) is charismatic 
that's why people like him,” said 
Giasson, who also served as _ his 
recruiter in the Army National 
Guard. “I never approach friends 
about joining the Guard, but when 
they approach me, I do everything I 
can to help them achieve their goals— 
and John has done just that. His goals 
have changed a lot over the years and 
he has gone from fun loving kid to a 
mature and focused adult that knows 
what he wants and is following a 
structured plan to achieve them.” 

Telling his family that his stint in 
the Army National Guard was going 
to ratchet up to a full time deploy- 
ment didn't come easy. His eyes 
moisten as he describes how he gave 
the news to his family. 

“Tt was last Thanksgiving and I 
wanted everyone together so I could 
tell them all at he same time,” Berrini 
says. “My mother and grandmother 
were at the table and others were 
gathered around a game on the floor 
when I said 'I have an announce- 
ment.’ When I said I'd be going over- 
seas, mom started to cry and my 
father looked at me and nodded. It 
was hard, but they're proud of what 
I'm doing and getting used to the idea 
of the deployment.” 

So has Berrini. His training as a 
combat lifesaver, the equivalent of a 


www.simmons.edu /admission/dix 


civilian first responder, is so 
ingrained. When he witnessed a traf- 
fic accident at the juncture of 
Interstate 93 and 293 in Manchester, 
NH, while traveling home from a 
role playing weekend, he instinctive- 
ly grabbed his medical bag to offer 
assistance. 

“The driver hit a guard rail, went 
airborne and landed across the high- 
way, but when I got to her car she 
wasn't badly injured,” said Berrini. 
“She looked drunk to me and started 
tossing beer bottles from the car. 
When the ambulance and police got 
there they asked me what happened 
and IJ just nodded in the direction of 
the bottles. The cop just said 'Oh' and 
took over from there.” 

John's future is somewhat uncer- 
tain; his deployment may or may not 
become reality. 

“You never know with the mili- 


tary,” Berrini said. “You could be on 


your way to someplace and in mid- 
flight the plane might turn to take 
you somewhere else. As it stands 
right now I'm going to Europe.” 

He couldn't divulge the exact 
location, but wherever it is, he is 
ready and capable. 

“John volunteered for this 
deployment,” Sgt. Giasson said. “I'm 
really very proud of him. When he 
found out it was voluntary and mem- 
bers of his unit were going, John said 
‘we're in this together’ and volun- 
teered with them.” 

Soon Berrini will be actively 
serving his country, personally and 
physically standing up for what he 
believes in and welcoming the chal- 
lenge and the opportunity in the 
process. 


Jay Hobson photo 
John Berrini (center) at the Valentine’s Day Rose 
Sale with Dina Brown (right), student activities coor- 
dinator and Student Senate adviser. 


SIMMONS 


Learning with Purpose. 
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SimMan joins Lawrence 


Human simulation 
lab helps health and 


nursing students 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


A new member of the health 
and nursing program will soon help 
students at the Lawrence campus to 
apply their knowledge in newfound 
ways. 

SimMan, a computer operated 
human simulator that responds to 
medical scenarios like a real 
patient, was developed by Laerdal 
Medical Company and purchased 
by NECC in November with grant 
funding. 

“This allows us to do patient 
simulations so students can learn 
by making mistakes, and follow the 
consequences,” said Jackie Long- 
Goding, dean of health professions. 

Equipped with a variety of fea- 
tures, the simulator can be used in a 
range of medical professions. 
Students can obtain basic or 
advanced clinical skills through the 
use of the simulator. 

SimMan includes software that 
allows instructors to access pre- 
programmed scenarios such as car- 
diac arrest and to create their own 
cases. 

“Many of our faculty are work- 
ing out in the field so they can 
bring in real life situations,” said 
Long-Goding. 

According to. Sheila Kane, 
assistant nursing professor, instruc- 
tors hope to not only teach students 
to perform specific tasks, but to 
train them in situations they will 
face in their future occupation. 

Instructors manipulate factors 
such as respiration rate, pulse and 
blood pressure from a monitor in a 
room separate from the human sim- 
ulation lab. A second monitor in the 
lab allows students to view these 
changes. Instructors can observe 
students via webcam to see if they 
are responding appropriately. 

All actions taken by the instruc- 
tor and the student are recorded by 
the software. A report can be print- 
ed at the conclusion of the lesson 
for both parties to review. They can 
also analyze the webcam footage to 
target precise strengths and weak- 
nesses. 

A series of pre-programmed 


campus 


Jaclyn 


Betsy Gertz, coordinator of paramedicine, listens to SimMan’s breathing to determine his respiration rate. 


phrases included with the software 
allow SimMan to articulate a list of 
symptoms. Instructors wishing to 
give students the opportunity for 
further patient interaction can make 
use of the microphone in the mouth 
of the simulator, which lets the 
instructor speak directly to the stu- 
dent via the simulator. 

According to Long-Goding, 
prior to the introduction of 
SimMan, students worked with 
“some other sims that didn't 
respond as well because they were 
not run by computers, so they had 
to do a lot of pretending.” Students 
also worked with live patients. _ 

“At a hospital you cannot let 
students continue to do the wrong 
thing, but here you can,” said Kane. 

When working with a real 
patient, there is no room for error, 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


The human simulation lab on the Lawrence campus. 


but the simulator permits any errors 
students might make and allows for 
them to continue working up to the 
death of SimMan. 

“Now we can let students prac- 
tice over and over again,” said 
Long-Goding. 

A task force comprised of fac- 
ulty members from the health and 
nursing program was appointed to 
oversee the use of the simulator. 
The current members include: Kane 
and Eva Beliveau, nursing; Saleh 
Daher, respiratory care; Betsy 
Gertz, coordinator of paramedi- 
cine; Kathy Hudson, medical 
assisting; and Michelle Whitson, 
simulation lab technician. 

According to Long-Goding, the 
task force plans to meet this month 
to “iron out such things as schedul- 
ing and what kind of support we 
need.” 

Students will begin working 
with SimMan later this year. 

Task force members will help to 
facilitate future instructors and 
integrate the necessary components 
into the curriculum. 

“Right now we are trying to 
see how we are going to include the 
use of the mannequin to the cur- 
riculum,” said Kane. “It's a great 


~ tool, but we need to see how we can 


achieve the objectives.” 

Kane and Beliveau attended a 
four-day training session at 
Springfield Community Technical 
College this past summer to begin 
using a simulator and developing 
clinical scenarios. 

The human simulation lab is 
located in the basement of the main 
building on the Lawrence campus, 
in what was formerly the dialysis 
lab but is now known as the critical 
care unit. 


Jaclyn Fits eee 
The monitor used by students to track SimMan’s 
health, and webcam for instructors to view students. 


stiitiiimiirie 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald 
A laptop used by instructors to manipulate factors 


of SimMan’s health and record students’ progress. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Inside the makers” Eatedic 


Behind the scenes at a Top Notch Players ‘rehearsal 


ea 
:. 


Danielle A. Jackson photo 


Actor/Top Notch director Jim Murphy looks on intently as Maggie Elliott and Bryan Burns-Fedele rehearse a scene from “All My Sons.” 


By D. DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
4 Reporter 

x 
_ The lights are low. There is a 
lain wooden stage 1 no more than a 
feet wide, an unremarkable 
e black table with a pedestal 
and three vintage-looking 


ipt that are coming from the three 
ctors on the stage and reverberat- 
i through the theater. It's as if 
lere is no one else in the world but 
e three of them and, of course, the 
blood of their © 

acters The 


{ All of this, and a 
alpable level of 


a ical occur- 


the NECC Top — 
Notch Players. 
Tonight's practice 
egins at 6:30 with _ 
Bie Elliot, 
ryan Burns-Fedele and Ryan 
gen rehearsing their respective 
arts of Ann Deever, Chris Keller 
nd George Deever for the NECC 
pring production of Arthur Miller's 
My Sons.” 
“The rehearsals are the means to 
over how to best bring out the 
importance of the scene,” said 


f 


director/actor Jim Murphy, who 
assumes the role of Joe Keller in the 
play. 

The casual appearance of the 
cast, dressed in nothing fancier than 
jeans, cargos, track pants, T-shirts, 
boots and sneakers, and of the set 
itself can be deceiving at first 
glance. Then a scene unfolds: A 
heated debate between two. sons, 
George Deever (Hagen) and Chris 
Keller (Burns-Fedele). In a matter 
of seconds, the quiet and introspec- 
tive. actors turn into inspired and 
energetic characters, bringing a ten- 
sion and level of excitement to an 
otherwise ordinary place and time. 


Bae 


or. a $ = C C 
The rehearsals are the means to 


discover how to best bring out the 
importance of a scene. 


“At this stage,” said Hagen, 
“T'm really trying to be what these 
words are on the page, to get this 
character. But you have to think 
about where you are, the people 
around you, positioning, blocking, 
getting the feeling across, timing 
and accurately saying the lines, and 


if everything goes well, all of those 


things come together.” 

Around 7:45 p.m., two more 
actors join the entourage: Melissa 
Juchniewicz as Kate Keller and 
Adam LaMonica as Dr. Jim Bayliss. 
As scene three begins, the true skill 
of the actors reveals itself when four 
or five are interchangeably taking 
the stage. 

“Once we 
know our lines, 
then we'll get the 
rhythm of when 
to sit, move, et 


cetera,” said 
Murphy between 
im takes. | At this 
J Be M ry hy point in the 


‘The dialogue moves quickly 
back and forth as they argue 
intensely over the imprisonment of 
their father, Herbert Deever, who is 
though to have been wrongly 
imprisoned on the basis of incrimi- 
nating evidence laid by Chris 
Keller's father, Joe Keller 


(Murphy). 


rehearsal process 
they are already 
beginning to 
move strategically around each 
other, maximizing stage space but 
taking care not to block the poten- 
tial audience's view. The complicat- 
ed choreography of movement is 
something the audience often takes 
for granted, but the actors are fully 
aware of every shift in positioning 
that takes place and many other 


things that appear seamless during 
performance. 

They are also working on main- 
taining timing in their lies, making 
sure their volume is appropriate, 
and infusing just the right amount of 
anger, sadness, humor or happiness 
into their given line. There is much 
to go over, and rehearsals some- 
times go as late as 11 p.m. 

For those interested in pursuing 


acting, Murphy said, “Get involved 


in productions in any way possible. 
Watch actors at work in either a 
play, a movie or a television show. 
Analyze the actor's work. Is it 
believable? If so, why? If not, why 
not? READ... READ...READ. 

. READ... and then read some 
more. Read history, psychology, lit- 
erature, poetry, sociology. No actor 
can actually live through all that he 
is asked to portray. Live it vicari- 
ously through reading.” 


Danielle A. Jackson photo 
From left: Lindsay Bonbard plays Sue Bayliss, and 
Maggie Elliott plays Anne Deever. 
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Concert benefits local musicians 


Pianist David A. Pihl 
performs to support 
Essex Chamber 
Music Players 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


David A. Pihl is not your typical 
theatrical piano virtuoso. He unas- 
sumingly watches his hands as he 
plays, and moves his lips slightly as 
though counting beats or humming 
along. For him, the music is the star 
of the performance. 

About his favorite piece, Franz 
Schubert's “Sonata in A Major,” Pihl 
said, “It is arguably one of the great- 
est pieces of all time. 
Words can't do it jus- 
tice.” Then, before 
he put his fingers to 
the keys, he added, 
“Tt has been called by 
many sublime.” 

On Sunday, Feb. 
26, the Essex 
Chamber Music 
Players (ECMP) pre- 
sented Pihl in concert 
in the multi-purpose 
room of the 
Technology Center. 
This was the first 
concert to be per- 


Courtesy photo 


With the fabric-paneled walls and 
high vaulted ceiling, the superior 
acoustics were apparent as soon as 
Pihl began his performance with 
“Sonata in A Major” by Domenico 
Scarlatti. The high notes sang out, 
and the low notes reverberated. 

Aside from Schubert and 
Scarlatti, Pihl also performed 
Frederic Chopin’s “Ballade #3 in A 
flat Major” and three more modern 
pieces, one by Pamela Marshall 
called “Stomp” and two by New 
Hampshire composer Amy Beach. 

The two Beach pieces, called 
“Morning Glories” and “Dreaming,” 
were ethereal and full of sound, uti- 
lizing rolling arpeggios comprised of 
modern dissonant chords. 

Marshall attended the perfor- 
mance to see her piece performed. 
She has been com- 
posing since high 
school, and specifi- 
cally wrote “Stomp” 
for a Connecticut 
competition for 
young pianists. The 
jazz-influenced 
piece stood out in 
stark contrast from 
the other more gen- 
tle, Classical and 
Romantic-era 
pieces. 

“About half of 
my pieces are jazz- 
inspired, in rhythm 
or ornamentation,” 


formed there, and David Pihl is a found- Marshall said. 
Michael Finegold, ~ Pihl is from 
artistic director of ing member of ECMP. worcester, Mass., 


ECMP, was pleased 
about the new venue. 

“T think the acoustics are better. I 
can hear a bit of an echo, and that's a 
good thing,” he said. 

Room dividers made a smaller 
space for the concert to take place. 


and has performed 

in concerts and festivals in Germany, 

the Czech Republic, and in colleges 

throughout the United States. He is a 
founding member of ECMP. 

ECMP say that they are devoted 

to the creation and presentation of 


‘Crash’ crashes 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


The Academy Awards went on 
without a hitch Sunday, Mar. 5 as 
some people got awards, others got 
nothing and a few giant pineapples ate 
whole audience members at random 
during commercial breaks. 

Walking away from the annually 
celebrated, and often hated, ceremony 
was an elitist handful of winners in a 
shocking 39 categories that deter- 
mined the best movies of the year, 
including Best Achievement in Film 
Editing (winner: “Crash”), Best 
Documentary Feature (winner: 
“March of the Penguins”) and the 
most sought after award at the cere- 
mony, the Best Motion Picture of the 
Year. 

All five motion pictures nominat- 
ed for the most anticipated award of 
the event were very strong candidates, 
but in the end, it was “Crash,” a movie 
about a man with an unrelenting fasci- 
nation in throwing rocks at bee hives, 
that officially got the national-spot- 
light stuffing kicked out of it by the 
winner in the category, “A Brokeback 
Mountain Said Good Night, and Good 
Luck to Capote in Munich.” 

“T don't know what the hell hap- 
pened,” said Paul Haggis, directur of 
“Crash,” who was caught off guard by 
the fact that all of the other candidates 
in the category assembled faster than 


FEMA's Huricane Katrina response 
and suddenly intervened in what 
many thought was to be the true out- 
come in the category. “It looked like I 
was about to win, then somehow, 
(Matt) Dillon's head exploded and 
(Jake) Gyllenhaal stormed the stage to 
claim the award.” 

“I feel I was cheated,” Haggis 
added. 

Feeling bad for what happened, 
the Academy quickly reversed their 
decision to give the Performance by 
an Actress in a Leading Role award to 
Reese Witherspoon, leading role in 
“Walk the Line,” and gave it to the 
entire casting department of “Crash” 
instead. 

“T feel I was cheated,” said 
Witherspoon. Tragically, nobody 
cared. 

“Crash” went on to win, or steal as 
some called it, 37 more awards, 
including 19 awards that were previ- 
ously unannounced. These awards 
included Best Use of Finger Puppetry 
and Best Motion Picture Featuring 
Two Homosexual Cowboys. 
Previously announced awards also 
won by “Crash” included Best 
Achievement in Sound Mixing (stolen 
from original winner “King Kong’), 
Best Foreign Language Film of the 
Year (original winner: “Tsotsi”) and 
Best Adapted Screenplay (original 
winner: Reese Witherspoon). 

The last minute decision, which is 
said to have been decided by the mag- 
ical eight ball the Academy uses for its 
nominations every year, angered some 
and outraged others. 


new classical music along with musi- 
cal treasures of the past. They sup- 
port composers of the Merrimack 
Valley. Donations for the concert 
benefited ECMP. 

The Feb. 26 performance was 
part of a NECC concert series. The 
next ECMP concert is on Apr. 1, and 
will include the premiere of a work 
by Harold Shapiro that is a song cycle 
based on poems by John Greenleaf 
Whittier and his sister Elizabeth 
Whittier. 


Oscars 


“T think that this is just another 
example of how stupid the entire 
movie industry is,” said David Spade, 
who hasn't appeared in a successful 
movie since the late nineties and, up 
until now, was thought to have disap- 
peared off the face of the earth by gen- 
erally everybody on the planet. 

“Crash” didn't win all of the 
awards, however. There were still 
four awards that went to their rightful 
owners. One of these awards was the 
Best Achievement in Costume 
Design, won by “Memoirs of a 
Geisha,” a movie about how a geisha, 
a small fish found only in. rural 
Nebraska, went on to win Best 
Achievement in Costume in the big 
city. 

“King Kong” won in the Visual 
Effects category after Jack Black 
killed most of the actors associated 
with Crash in their attempt to claim 
the possession of yet another award. 

“Tt is a great honor,” said Black 
after biting a chunk out of the neck of 
Cathy Schulman, producer of 
“Crash.” “T definitely don't feel cheat- 
ody 

Winner in the Performance by an 
Actor in a Supporting Role was 
George Clooney for his role in 
“Syriana,” and in the _ Best 
Documentary Short Subject category, 
“A Note of Triumph: The Golden Age 
of Norman Corwin,” directed by Eric 
Simonson, won for its incredibly short 
subject (five minutes of kittens chas- 
ing their tails). 

Tragically, nobody cared. 


Biggs, 


Cassie Tringale photo 
David A. Pihl played a Falcone grand piano for his concert on Sunday, Feb. 26. 


‘Eight Below 
warms the heart 


By CASEY TAYLOR 
Contributing Reporter 


"Eight Below,” a movie of sur- 
vival and friendship, is both exciting 
and fun to watch. It tells the story of 
eight sled dogs who are left behind 
to fend for themselves in Antarctica. 
The environmental hazards in this 
movie make it exciting; with thin ice 
and breaking glaciers the action 
almost never stops. 

Directed by Frank Marshall and 
starring Paul Walker (“The Fast and 
the Furious;” “Varsity Blues”), the 
movie begins when a bad storm 
approaches a camp in Antarctica and 
an exploration team is forced to 
abandon their site and leave the sled 
dogs behind. A member of the team 
named Jerry Shepard (Walker) 
struggles to save the dogs he loves. 

Walker gives a mediocre perfor- 
mance, but his character does seem 
to know a lot about the Antarctic 
environment. The love his character 
has for the dogs is also very clear. 

Other members of the team 
include Charlie Cooper (Jason 
"American Pie"), Katie 


(Moon Bloodgood, "A Lot Like 
Love"), and scientist Davis 
McClaren (Bruce Greenwood, 
"Double Jeopardy;" "I Robot"). 

Greenwood's character seems to 
only care about his own needs at the 
beginning of the movie, but his 
affection for the dogs grows and he 
helps in their rescue. Bloodgood 
plays Walker's love interest and 
gives a satisfactory performance. 
Biggs' role in the film is comic 
relief, and his character isn't much 
different from the goofy characters 
he plays in the "American Pie" 
films. 

Although all these actors create 
a great film, the real stars of the 
movie are the eight huskies and. their 
stunt doubles. These dogs are beau- 
tiful and wise. Their struggle to sur- 
vive, their strength and their loyalty 
are all shown in this film. Their per- 
sonalities shine through, and one 
may forget that these incredible 
beings are animals. Their intelli- 
gence truly is amazing. ca 

"Eight Below" is a heartfelt, 
incredible movie that is suitable for 
all. 


AURPFELY BY A THRE Sted 
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Hello! 


For the Spring 2006 NECC Fund Phonathon 


February 14, 15, 16 
February 28, March 2 
March 21, 2, 2D 

April 4, 6, 11 


e 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
e Excellent volunteer opportunity for acaueits 
who need community service hours 


e $8.00/hour for students 

e Pick and choose the days that work best for you 
e Training and scripts provided 

e Light dinner (pizza, sandwiches) offered 

e Incentive prizes 

e NECC Haverhill Campus 


CONTACT: Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni & Donor Relations 
Room A301, Bentley Library : 978-556-3621 - alumni@necc.mass.edu 
Proceeds to benefit the NECC Fund 


Page 14 NECC Observer March 8, 2006 


I'M JusT NOW STARTING To TRUST 
MEN AGAIN... 


You CAN COME IN, Now... Ive 
LocKep uP THE SILVER. 
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A College Giri Named Joe 
LCAN'T BELIEVE ANYORE 


by Aaron Warner 


ONWERSAL 


RACIAL 
EQUALITY, 


Iwish Foe 
HEALTH AND 
PRosPeeity 

RAL. 


WOULS? TRL ME NOT 0 
EX 4 AY SUITE MATES 
POOR WE'RE ALL RES 


NO MATIER HOW 
CREEPY THEY SOUNe, 


BET 
SHIPERTS. 


Crossword 


WHO COULD POSSIBLY 
LENG TOGETHER, 1's ; 


by Agron Warnes 


THERE'S WO NERY 70 
ARGUE, VIVE. IVS 
BAP ENGUGH YOU'EE 


JOE, PURE, 
ALL THIS STUDYING 
1S MAKING YOU 
GRUMPY. 


We should celebrate [Let's celebrate) Hutel and 


it by, lethiag / convention ceater 
it ‘be. can go there 
. ; A \WSinay over 
faere. IMAX 

theater. there. 


Ait. Lets build 
fy 2 Pe erg 


SIDESWLED A CAR THAT Sti 
HAD A “W OOOH” SitcKER. 


TAA < OKAY! TTS OKAY, THESE 
WoC! T JecE DENTIN SARE] a NG® WATE! 
YooR AR BOING To PRALE PK 


ACROSS 
1 Takei’s “Star 
Trek” role 
5 Slacken 

10 Portal 

14 Type of school 

15 Bathes 

16 Resound 

17 Chapters in 
history 

18 Zodiac ram 

19 Wound crust 

20 Reestablishes 

22 Guarantee 

24 Jacket parts 

25 Smiled 
derisively 

26 Performance 
prizes 

29 Kitchen gadget 

30 Sticking stuff 

31 Rational 

32 1950s sci-fi 
classic 

36 Before, to a poet 

37 Stifle 

40 Raw mineral 

41 Give a hand? 

43 Sleuth Nancy 

44 Drop by 

46 Enrage 

48 Provided with an 
embankment 

49 Camera type 

52 Planted 
explosive 

53 Hot sandwich on 
rye 

54 Deli favorite 

58 __ Domini 

59 Special 
occasion 

61 Walked heavily 

62 Art __ 

63 Blockade 

64 Kind of drive 

65 Look for 

66 Beauty shop 

67 Jabbers 


DOWN 
1 Practice boxing 
2 Strong desire 
3 Dregs 
4 Parvenu 
5 Warnings 
6 Exposes 
7 Enterprise 
competitor 
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8 Golf-hole starter Solutions 
9 Piths 


10 Torte or tart 

11 Come to pass 

12 One of Chicago's [a]o]y| 
airports 

13 Dressed asa 
judge 

21 Judge’s demand 

23 Born as 

25 Tendon 

26 Mimicked 

27 Hard or soft 
ending? 

28 Not in port 

29 Fewer and 
farther between 

31 Binge 

33 Optimistic 
feeling 

34 HOMES part 

35 Fix 

38 Tense state 

39 Exhausted 

42 Legal eagle’s 
tome 

45 Before one’s 
eyes 


47 Wind dir. 
48 Pay heed 
49 Little nails 
50 Actress 
Adoree 


52 Juicy fruit 


jus} ofoo tw] zZ]o]w{ a] 


51 Pound division 
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~ 54 Ring out 
55 Opera song > 
56 Thelonious 
Sphere __ 
57 Bad time for 
Caesar 
60 By way of 
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eee hE ter 


Welcome to the 
jungle 


By MELopy Martinez 
“Trends Editor 


I walked 
into work the 
other day wear- 
ing an over- 


sized, white 
waist belt that 
looks like it 
too, survived 
1984. One of 
my co-workers 
looked at me 
x and said, 
“Wow, I love that belt, where did you 


‘eet it?” 
I, im my matter of fact fashion, 
teplied, “Thanks. Salvation Army, of 
course.” 

_ Her face, just seconds ago, 
‘cheery — contorted into one of 
repulsion. Oops, wrong answer, I 
guess. I think she wanted to hear 
Marshall’s or something fancy, but 
the truth is...I don’t often shop in fac- 
tories and neither should you if you 
can help it. 

I'ma poor college student, and as 
much as I’d love to A) have a good 
job that supports a shopping habit 
that suggests solely Newbury Street 
or B) get paid to simply look like I 
shop in the city, I just can’t help my 
current misfortune. Sometimes, I 
swear, I kind of like it. Why? Well, 
because it allows me to go hunt- 
ing...for all things used. 

I mean, you wouldn’t go hunting 
in a zoo, right? So why go shopping 
where it’s easy to find what you want 
and where there’s about one hundred 
of the same nature in different fab- 
rics, colors, sizes, etc.? I prefer the 
clutter of a jungle to a pristine zoo. 
Somewhere where I’ll find the Dodo 
bird of vintage boots, not everyman’s 
Big Bird. 

If it isn’t for “ethical” reasons 
such as that, you could use the 
excuse that you’re a poor scholar just 
like me. The idea that what you own 
was once belonging to someone else 
who has no use for it anymore, 
shouldn’t make you or anyone else 
cringe. 

In fact, you should be proud, like 


the fisherman who caught the big 
fish...the rare one, with three eyes. 

And rare ones you'll find if 
you’re looking in the right lakes. 
From clothing to hobby related com- 
modities and house wares, goldmines 
for great used treasures are right 
around a corner near you. 

If you’re the kind of shopper who 
likes looking for clothing that’s just a 
little off center, or maybe you can’t 
afford the high priced vintage 
inspired tees at the mall, fear no 
more, Salvation Army is your store! 
They are practically everywhere! 

Don’t be surprised when you find 
that each store is different. The clos- 
er it is to the city, the more variety, 
up-to-date clothing, and chances 
you'll have at finding just what 
you’re looking for and in your size. 
These guys are like the prototype in 
thrift. 

Rest assured, the price is always 
right and the variety is unmatched. 
They’ve got everything from prom 
dresses to work uniforms. Simply do 
a web search or flip through a phone 
book to find your local Sally A. 

Tired of the arms of salvation? If 
you are, you’re probably like me and 
want something a little more extrava- 
gant—you want the indulgences of 
the city. Chances are you can find a 
good thrift store in any of Boston’s 
suburbs. Somerville’s Goodwill is 
expansive and inexpensive, go there 
for that blazer your little, hipster 
heart desires. 

Boomerangs, located on Centre 
Street in Jamaica Plain and on 


you! 
Proletariat (that means: 
“working class,” by the 
way) in Harvard Square in} 
Cambridge is the Garden of) 
Eden when it comes to T- 
shirts. Every logo and print 
your young soul yearns for 
is here. Jackets, jeans, blaz-} 
ers, skirts and more, 
Proletariat knows style. 
It’s a little on the price 
side compared to most thri 
stores, probably because it’ 
in Harvard Square, but if, 
what you’re looking for is} 
rare and doubly fantastic, 
it’s well worth the extra® 
Washingtons. 
Don’t be surprised i 
you find yourself jumping — 
for joy when you see that» 
Transformers tee you had. 
when you were three or, i 
you find yourself knockin 
someone down for the ol 
Billy Joel concert tee yo 
think is “Oh, so ironicall 
cool!” 
Fancy departmen 
stores have no greater riva 
than The Garment Distric 
in Cambridge. As a fai 
warning, set aside a day to 
visit - you'll thank me later. 
The Garment District, 
despite sounding like an 
entire street of stores, is a two floor 
warehouse of used clothing and 
accessories. 
If you’re looking for the zaniest 


> oe ee a 


Remember, just because it’s used doesn’t 
mean it’s old or dirty, it just means cheap. 


Washington Street in Brighton, offers 
an eclectic assortment of clothing for 
men, women, and children as well as 
household furniture and appliances. 
Proceeds fund the AIDS Action 
Committee of Massachusetts. 

So not only will you be looking 
extra cool in those tight jeans and 
skinny tie, you'll be putting down 
dough for a good cause. Kudos to 


Halloween costume, the perfect cow- 
boy boots, or just a good pair of jeans 
- drop your anchor here. 

Apart from a plethora of used 
goods, The Garment District is also 
home to Dollar-A-Pound, a room of 
clothes adorning the floor and the 
price is just as you guessed it - a dol- 
lar a pound. 

As if that wasn’t enough, they 
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Big skirts make nice dresses. 


have a slew of their own new acces- 
sories such as socks, shirts, sunglass- 
es and so forth. New items arrive 
daily and go fast...why are you still 
reading? Get’cher goin’, kid! 

Still here? Like music? Of course 
you do! We all know nothing is bet- 
ter than a used CD or better yet, vinyl 
- for those romantics, like me, who 
still believe in the truth, goodness, 
and beauty of record stores, as 
opposed the cold, heartless prison 
that is online music “purchasing.” 
There are a few choice places to fix- 
ate your fancies. 

Bullmoose Mnsic located in 
Salem and Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire packs the goods at better 
than Newbury Comics prices, if not 
the same. CD Spins on Newbury 
Street in Boston and on Church 
Street in Cambridge is fair game for 
all things old and new. 

Buy, sell, or trade, CD Spins 
wants your business. From folk to 
funk and everything in between, CD 
Spins has an impressive collec- 
tion of aural cheesecakes right at 
your wanting fingertips. 

If you’re looking for vinyl 
and you’re looking for lots of it, 
look no further than down the 
street at Welfare Records in 
Haverhill. Located on River 
Street next to the White Hen 
Pantry, Welfare Records is home 
to well, pretty much every 
record you could ever dream of 
wanting. They even have the 
stuff you’d never dream existed, 
_like Star Wars themes put to 
disco beats. 

Again, if you like the thrill 
of the hunt, Welfare Records is 
not for you. Chances are they 
have every album, imported and 
bootlegged, that your favorite 
band ever recorded. 


oe"Nevertheless, whatever you're 


looking for, vinyl, cassette, or 
back issues of Creem or the 
__NME, Welfare Records is prime 
“rib. 

Of course, I’ve not forgotten 
hose of you looking to spruce 
Sup your bibliophile style. Oh, 
no, no, no! In fact, I’ve saved the 
best for last. 


Diskovery, located on 


Melody Martinez photo Brighton Ave. in Allston, is a 
Eight dollars goes a long way. Your legs and wallet will love you for this! 


bibliophile’s lusty dream of 


Hunting for hand me downs 


dreams. Highly disorganized, but 
fully stacked, Diskovery is a second 
hand bookstore not to be missed. 

To the casual passerby it looks 
like a complete and utter mess, and it 
is! But if you’re willing to go a- 
huntin’ be confident that wild game 
is prevalent and in good taste. 
Clearly pitched to attract Mr. 
Moneybags Trendy College Kid, this 
place is a tad bit pricey, but don’t be 
put off, it’s an Allston gem. 

If you visit Diskovery, which you 
really should, don’t go in there 
expecting to find a specific title or 
Ike and Tina record, “cause though it 
may be there, you probably won’t 
find it. Keep your eyes and mind 
open and just let your bookish soul 
seek and soar. 

As with all thrift store shopping, 
patience and time is crucial. If you 
can’t find what you’re looking for, 
ask. If it’s just not there, look else- 
where, make an exception, or look 
for ways to alter a similar item. The 
key to thrift store shopping is to think 
outside the box. 

Whole outfits and collections can 
be put together in mere minutes if 
you’re willing to mix, match, and 
make yourself over a little. 
Remember, just because it’s used 
doesn’t mean it’s old or dirty, it just 
means cheap. 

Besides, one man’s Billy Joel is 
another man’s Bach. Take your time, 
break open the piggy bank, and take 
a stroll through the city’s big base- 
ments. 


Find it 
here: 


Boomerangs 


716 Centre Street, Jamaica 
Plain; 


298 Washington Street, 
Brighton 

www.aac.org 

Proletariat 

52B JFK Street, Cambridge 
Bullmoose Music 


Rt. 28, Salem, NH; 


Congress Street, 
Portsmouth, NH 


CD Spins 


multiple locations 
www.cdspins.com 


Welfare Records 
58 River Street, Haverhill 
Diskovery 


113 Brighton Avenue, 
Allston 


Did I miss your favorite thrift or 
record store? Is there a store I should 
check out? My apologies! 
Suggestions and feedback are always 
welcomed. Contact me at 
xmelodyx@hotmail.com. 
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Its a real Rousseau, 


I swear! 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


The other 
day I was half 
listening to 
someone gush 
about the 
authenticity of 
their purse. I 
think a fistful 
of knives in my 
eyes would 
have been more 
amusing, hon- 
est. I’ve never 
understood the significance in who 
designed whatever was currently 
draped over one woman’s body. 

Don’t get me wrong, I appreciate 
the creativity and artistry that goes 
into fashion design (I once even con- 
sidered a career in that field), it’s 
kind of like painting or sculpture, and 
I do enjoy a good dress and a nice 
pair of boots, but I’m not particularly 
concerned with who made what and 
how much it cost (to purchase) and 
the “impact” in that. , 

Talking about fashion has its 
time and place, usually it’s a good 
five minutes in a dressing room, at a 
fashion show, or in front of the telly 
for an episode of “How Do I Look?” 
Otherwise, it’s tired talk that stretch- 
es no further than colors, cuts, angles 
and fabrics. , 

You can be certain, however, that 
sooner or later, ll be swallowing my 
own words and there’|l be an article, 
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Bibliophile style 


here, with my opinion on where to 
buy what and why and how Vivienne 
Westwood, Christian Dior, and the 
whole of Europe and the Orient are 
important to contemporary culture. 

For now, at the risk of sounding 
absolutely and unintentionally pre- 
tentious, I’m proposing a revival of 
an old, but worthwhile trend. I’m 
talking about my idea of the utopian 
outfit, one I think everyone should 
sport with their own individual flare. 
Something I like to term, “bibliophile 
style.” 

It may sound like a dirty word, 
but “bibliophile” is a lengthy term for 
someone who is either passionate 
about books or collects them. 
Beatniks epitomized my understand- 
ing of what it meant to have bookish- 
style, and I don’t mean black turtle 
necks and berets, | mean concerning 
themselves with what they were 
putting in their heads just as much as 
what they were putting on their bod- 
ies. 

- Forgive me if I sound like a 
teacher, but it’s true. Good grooming 
habits can always be learned and 
there will always be new purses and 
(unfortunately) trendy Ugg boots and 
basketball sneakers, but illiteracy 
will follow you for life. 

Unless, of course, you do some- 
thing about it. ‘ 

So instead of buying those new 
sneakers or those designer sunglass- 
es, add a. little spice to your 
wardrobe. Why not peruse the aisles 
of a Barnes & Noble and buy your- 
self a book or two...or eight? If you 


can’t afford it or you just “have to 


have the new Coach purse” remem- 
ber: libraries are free. 

It doesn’t have to be a classic 
(though that would be trés cool and 


muy sexy), but it can be something 
new and equally inspiring. It doesn’t 
even have to be in English if you can 
read it in another language. 

I suggest getting into the habit of 
not only walking around with your 
favorite authors in tote, but being 
well versed in the work. That is, 
don’t just carry a book around and 
pretend that you’ve got bibliophile 
style, anyone can be a_poseur. 
Actually read it and be able to. dis- 
cuss it in the case that someone asks 
you. 
It won’t kill you, I promise. 

If your favorite book ‘is’ too 
heavy, there’s an alternative. Think 
poetry. What’s more stunning than a 


necklace of pretty words? That’s: 


right. Nothing. Between me and the 
men reading this, I can guarantee the 
ladies will be taken by a book of love 
sonnets. Wink, wink. ; 

I recommend pocket sized travel 
companions or something that can 
easily and weightlessly fit in your 
purse, school bag; or back ‘pocket: 
You don’t want to do this the wrong 
way by carrying around the complete 
works of Poe under your arm. That 
just looks awkward and unkempt. 

Try a selection of poems or short 
stories. Dress it up with some coffee. 
Perhaps a medium, black, cream and 
no sugar. Or if you really want to 
dazzle the crowds: a Starbucks venti, 
caramel-something-or-other. 

Yours: 4Pod, \; Diseman..) or 
Walkman (for those of you who can 
still understand the beauty and tran- 
scendentalism in a Walkman) can 
play a part in this too. Try something 
new, stop listening to Fall Out Boy, 
for your own sake and mine. Think 
classy...think revolutionary. 


I don’t mean you have listen to~ 


Mozart or Dvorak, though-I do admit 
that wouldn’t kill. you either, but 


“maybe something a little quiet, some- 


thing important to the majesty of 
music as a whole. Try Miles Davis on 
for size. You never know, you might 
like how it feels. 

I trust you’ll look at yourself in 
the mirror before leaving the house 
and say, “Damn, I’m fine, and if I do 
say so myself, I wear this Lena 
Horne get-up like a celebrity!” 

Thus, my aim is to begin anew, 
with a trend that will hopefully 
launch off so much so that even the 
dullest of celebrities like Paris Hilton 
or Victoria Beckham (a.k.a. Posh 
Spice) who once, stupidly, applauded 
herself in saying “I’ve never read a 
book in my life” will pick up Sylvia 
Plath or an essay by Emma Goldman 
and. know what else, aside from com- 
mon sense, they’ve been missing. 

For anyone who cares, I’m cur- 
rently wearing Neruda and French 


Melody Martinez photo 
vanilla coffee and can be seen in all 
the trendy-hot spots, around campus, 
and cafes with my good friend, Bob 
Dylan. 

You may also see me strutting 
around ‘in “vintage” Shakespeare, 


“rebellious” Bukowski or José Marti, . 


“sophisticated” Wilde or Bronté, and 
“avant-garde” Cummings attire with 
my best friends, The Smiths. 

Sometimes, I must confess, I feel 
a little overdressed, but it’s better 
than being underdressed or ‘unin- 
formed.-I’d say I’m decked out head 
to toe to the nines, babycakes. Boy, 
do I feel like a million bucks... in 
your face, Paris Hilton. 


The author of this column wel- 
comes comments or feedback per- 


_ taining to this work. Those wishing to 


comment can: email xmelodyx@hot- 


‘mail.com with the subject line “Dear 


Library Spice.” 


| 


ad Ate te 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Workplace 
dynamics are highly 
political over the next 
two days: after Monday, expect pre- 
viously silent colleagues to voice 
abrupt opinions or opt for increased 
group responsibilities. Avoid com- 
plex social discussions, if possible: 
new business information will prove 
misleading or unreliable. Solitary 
duties will ensure predictable results. 
Later this week, a romantic decision 
may require deep thought. 
Traditional roles and family celebra- 
tions may be a key theme: stay alert. 


7 


Artes 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Family 


rz; finances will this week 
BUrs 


require careful planning | 


and open debate. Before mid-week, 
someone close may wish to make 
large purchases or invest in a risky 
business project. Offer encourage- 
ment but advocate long-term 
research. Home expansion, legal 
agreements and new career ventures 
will eventually prove rewarding. 
After Thursday, subtle insights and 
rare intuitions are accented. Social or 


romantic power struggles may soon - 


demand new rules: remain open. 
~ GEMINI (May 21- 
| | June 21) Authority fig- 
~~, ures are this week pri- 
sina vately evaluating the tal- 
ents, habits or attitudes of fellow 
workers. Remain quietly detached, if 
possible, and wait for obvious sig- 
nals. Revised job roles may soon 
trigger minor resentments. Refuse to 
be drawn into public debate: at pre- 
sent, business relationships may be 
strained. Low confidence may be a 
central issue: offer gentle advice. 


_rekindled 


Later this week, ask loved ones for a 
description of proposed social 
events. New plans are needed. 


? r ) CANCER (June 22- 

oh July 22) Over the next 

Cancer four days, social introduc- 
tions are extremely promising. Some 
Cancerians will this week encounter 
unique business opportunities in a 
group setting. Ask probing questions 
and follow all unexpected leads: 
partnership agreements, financial 
proposals, new romance or creative 
career options will soon bring a pow- 
erful desire for lasting change. Later 
this week, a friend or relative may 
reveal private social doubts. Family 
roles need to evolve: don't hesitate. 


N 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Money decisions 
may prove difficult over 
the next two days: at pre- 
sent, family planning, 
social priorities and public image 
require quiet diplomacy. Opt for new 
purchases, fast improvements and 
confidence. Financial 
restrictions will soon be eased. After 
Thursday, loved ones may be briefly 
critical but will eventually offer 
approval. Don't hold back. Friday 
through Sunday, a new friend may 
reveal unusual ideas or challenge 
daily traditions. Respond quickly: 
timing is key. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) A close friend 
asks for special consid- 
eration. Recent romantic 
triangles or family dis- 
putes are not easily resolved this 
week. Key issues involve cancelled 
events, broken promises or mis- 
placed trust. Renewed agreements 


Virgo 


will take time: provide encourage- 
ment but also emphasize the need for 
complex home decisions. Wednesday 
through Saturday, family dynamics 
may be briefly strained by competing 
financial needs. Remain patient: 
someone close needs your guidance. 


QO 


Libra: 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23) Health, vitality 
and social optimism are 
now on the rise. Over the 
next 12 days, many Librans will 
bring new emotional rules into their 
lives. Romantic freedom and creative 
expression may this week be a key 
concern. Allow unproductive friend- 
ships to fade: unwarranted criticism 
and negativity now need to be dis- 
missed. After Thursday, carefully 
plan new financial strategies. Large 
purchases, fast investments or 
revised budgets may prove trouble- 
some: go slow. 


7" SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
IT], Nov. 22) Love affairs or 

2 exotic flirtations are 

Scorpio appealing this week, but 
temporary. Enjoy 

refreshing social and romantic over- 
tures but expect past emotions or 
nostalgic sentiments to vie for your 
attention. Before next week, poten- 
tial lovers may be quickly drawn 
back into repeated patterns. Wait for 
obvious signs of progress before 
offering new commitments. After 
Thursday, loved ones may press for 
family revisions or sudden home 


improvements... Stay alert: your 
choices are important. 

. SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 


Roommates or close rel- 
Sagittarinus*iVes will this week 
expect increased dedi- 


cation to the home: A recent phase of 


misinformation between family 
members now needs to be actively 
resolved. Plan familiar activities and 
cozy moments of comfort: loved 
ones will appreciate your sensitivity 
and devotion. Wednesday through 
Sunday highlight sudden glimpses of 
insight and unique intuitions. A com- 
plex relationship will soon be 
revealed as a simple power struggle: 
remain diplomatic. 


Peasy" CAPRICORN (Dec. 
oO 22-Jan. 20) Business 

é opportunities may this 
apricot eck arrive from unlikely 
sources. Social introductions, group 
events or family gatherings may soon 
provide unique pathways to success. 
Listen closely to the ideas of friends 
and relatives: at present, others may 
reveal unusual financial options or 
rare partnerships proposals. Don't 
avoid risk. Lucrative rewards will 
soon emerge. Late Friday, a friend 
requests private romantic advice. 
Avoid controversy: rare triangles 


may trigger new tensions. 
AQUARIUS 


WA (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
tguaring PtACtical or financial | 
decisions will this week 

help clarify family roles. Tuesday 
through Friday, loved ones may 
require more direction than antici- 
pated. Areas affected are traditional 
duties or overwhelming daily 
responsibilities. Discuss all long- 
term goals or continuing expecta- 
tions: before next week, someone 
close may relinquish control of an 
important home project. Later this 
week, powerful dreams or fresh 
insights arrive. Go slow: private 
romantic flirtations are delicate. 


H 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20) 
Employment regulations 
or legal rights are now a continuing 
source of controversy. Early this 
week, check contracts and docu- 
ments for accurate numbers. Older 
officials may provide only limited 
information: if possible, avoid bold 
public decisions. Thursday through 
Sunday, romantic attractions and 
new flirtations escalate. Respond 
honestly to complex proposals or 
seductive invitations: at present, 
new relationships, although promis- 
ing, may require careful planning. 


If your birthday is this 
week: Love affairs and new friend- 
ships are strongly favored over If 
your birthday is this week: Love 
affairs and new friendships are 
strongly favored over the next few 
months. Before late June, expect 
several romantic proposals or social 
invitations to arrive. Relationships 
that now appear in your life will 
tend to remain solid for at least 14 
years. Remain open and explore all 
emotional opportunities. After mid- 
August, watch also for a rare busi- 
ness or employment reversal. Recent 
decisions affecting deadlines, timed 
contracts or financial expectations 
may need to be publicly evaluated. 
Settle all outstanding issues by late 
August, and all will be well. In the 
coming year, job roles will steadily 
expand as key officials prepare for 
advancement. Respond quickly and 
expect encouragement from authori- 
ty figures: revised workplace 
options and new job promotions are 
now available-—~ 
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If you’re going out of state for the rest of college, 
make sure you have  ourstanpine FacuttY  sNowBOARDING 
CITY PARKS DOWNTOWN LIVING CAREER COUNSELING MOUNTAIN BIEKING 
BOTANIC GARDENS STUDY ABROAD GOLFING COFFEE HOUSES FISHING 
CYCLING ROCK CLIMBING STUDENT RESEARCH GALLERIES HIKING NIGHTLIFE 
DOWNHILL SKIING CONVENIENT SCHEDULES MUSEUMS PRO SPORTS SHOPPING 
PROFESSIONAL LECTURE SERIES DENVER MINT ROLLER COASTERS ZO00 
ACADEMIC ADVISING CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING PERFORMING ARTS THEATRES 
ADVANCED DEGREES INTERNSHIPS ROLLERBLADING KAYAKING CAMPING 
URBAN CAMPUS RODEO TUBING CONCERTS SNOWSHOEING FOUR-WHEELING 


SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS WHITEWATER RAFTING EXCLUSIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 


lots to write home about. 


Before you transfer, look far above the ordinary. Do more than earn a widely 
respected bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado at Denver and 
Health Sciences Center. Live, study and have fun in the Mile High City and its 
amazing backyard—the Rocky Mountains. Plus, as a transfer student from North 
Essex Community College, you could receive a scholarship ranging from $4,000 
to $32,000 in two-year total value. Deadlines are fast approaching, so apply now 
for admission and the scholarship. abovetheordinary.cudenver.edu/info 


University of Colorado at Denver 
and Health Sciences Center 


Downtown Denver Campus 
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Billiards and much more 


New pool club is a 
booming success in 
the rec department 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Pool has 
_ been a staple 
: activity to par- 
ticipate in 


out at 
Northern Essex 
| Recreation 
Center. It has 
become so pop- 
ular that an 
actual club named the “Cue Club” 
has been formed so students can par- 
ticipate in weekly events that are 
held at the recreation center and 
interact with other students who are 
skilled pool players. 

“It’s something I enjoy doing 
either before or after classes,” said 
Pete Lesiczka, a member of the Cue 
Club and NECC student. “I am 


always at the recreation center play- 


ing pool, and Tony Staffiere 
approached me about joining this 
new club, and I was all for it. We 
play every Friday in tournaments 


NECC Friday Cue Club 


that Staffiere sets up and we even 
come down other days throughout 
the week just to meet and play some 
games on our own.” 

Many students such as Lesiczka 
form friendships with other pool 
players and come down: regularly 
throughout the week to compete 
against each other and hang out. The 
cost of playing is three dollars an 
hour which,. when split between 
players, is a good deal and a cost that 
students can afford. By seeing stu- 
dents playing pool so often, Staffiere 
came up with the idea of forming a 
pool club. 

Staffiere, also the head coach for 
the women’s basketball team, has 
had his hand in on many events 
regarding the recreation center with 


the Cue Club 
being his 
newest feat. 
“We start- 
ed the pro- 
gram in mid- 
February and 
we are going 
to keep it run- 
ning through- 
out the 


ea Pee 
The Cue Club Card is given to each 
member and grants them free pool. 


semester.  [ 
haven’t  wit- 
nessed as 


many students 
at the recre- 
ation as I have most recently, so it’s 
nice to see the students interact and 
enjoy them- 
selves. The 
ultimate goal 
was to get 
new faces 
down here on 
a regular 
basis.” 
When 
joining the 
Cue Club you 
receive a | 
membership 
card, which 


it, officially making you a member. 
The cost is free and you receive 
many privileges when joining. Every 
Friday from 12-1 p.m. at the recre- 
ation center, tournaments are held 
that include classic games such as “8 
ball” and even new and innovative 
games such as “golf.” 

The best part of playing on 
Fridays is that it is free during the 
allotted time, as long as you have 
your card. If you win the tourna- 
ment, prizes are also given out such 
as free food, shirts, and a few prizes 
that Staffiere has yet to reveai. The 
Cue Club has been a success so far 
and is open to anyone who wants to 
join. 


Ryan McAskill photo 


will be lami. Pete ‘polish power’ Lesiczka, a member of 


nated 
you write 
your name on 


after the Cue Club, lines up a shot during the 
weekly pool tournaments. 


Drive to make a difference 


New NASCAR 
Foundation formed to 
help various charities 


By DANIELLE SIECZKOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


In early January 2006, -the 
Community Relations Department of 
NASCAR became known as the 
NASCAR Foundation, a non-profit 
charitable organization representing 
25 different charities of the 
NASCAR Family. With events like 
NASCAR Day and the generosity of 
fans and those involved. in 
NASCAR, the NASCAR Foundation 
hopes to make a positive impact in 
the world. 

Stephanie Milo, the Marketing 
and Communications Manager of the 
NASCAR Foundation, explained 
that this new Foundation has been in 
the works for many years. 

“Our mission is to have a 
Foundation that serves the entire 
community, using the popularity of 
the sport to make a difference.” 

Milo explained that it was hope 
of the Foundation’s Executive 
Director, Sandy Marshall, to have an 
organization that could “enable them 
to work on a broader range of chari- 
ties, instead of only the three origi- 
nal: the Victory Junction Gang 
Camp, Speediatrics, and _ the 
Speedway Children’s Charities.” 

These three charities concentrate 
mainly on aiding children who are 
chronically ill. However, the 
NASCAR Foundation focuses on a 


variety of organizations, including 
those dealing with education, safety, 
wildlife and environmental preserva- 
tion and conservation, and children’s 
health. 

The Foundation has so far been 
embraced by the entire NASCAR 
community, as NASCAR drivers 
have always had a reputation of 
being dedicated to helping others. So 
when it came time to join the 
NASCAR Foundation, those with 
their own charities were eager to get 
involved. 

“The drivers realize that it is a 
win/win situation,” said Milo. “They 
help us, and we help them.” 

One charity that has joined the 
NASCAR Foundation is the Ryan 
Newman Foundation. This organiza- 
tion, which was founded by 
NASCAR driver Ryan Newman and 
his wife Krissie, focuses on raising 
money for wildlife preservation and 
conservation, humane agencies, and 
auto racing scholarships. It also 
wants to raise awareness of the 
importance of spaying and neutering 
your pets, along with adopting ani- 
mals from shelters. 

Rosalie De Fini, the Executive 
Director of the Ryan Newman 
Foundation said, “We started the 
Ryan Newman Foundation in 
January of 2005, and have been 
involved in NASCAR charities for 
about a year.” 

De Fini added that being a part of 
the NASCAR Foundation is some- 
thing the Ryan Newman Foundation 
is excited about. 

“We want ¥6 work to educate 
NASCAR fans, not just Ryan 
Newman fans, about our mission,” 


said De Fini. “We think that it’s great 
that NASCAR has taken the next 
step to get involved.” 

When it comes to fans, it is no 
secret that those of NASCAR are 
among the most dedicated and loyal 
in all of sports. 

“NASCAR fans are extremely 
passionate and love to support their 
favorite driver and their charities,” 
said Milo. 

This passion is reflected in the 
success of the variety of events that 
the NASCAR Foundation sponsors. 
Its premier event is NASCAR Day, 
an annual celebration that is in its 
third year, and that commemorates 
the spirit of NASCAR. 

“For 5 dollars, fans can buy a 
NASCAR Day collector’s pin to 
wear with their NASCAR gear,” says 
Milo. “The proceeds go to the chari- 
ties we represent.” 

NASCAR Day was launched this 
year on Feb. 14, in Daytona, and will 
be held on May 19. The official 
spokesman for this year’s NASCAR 
Day is actor/comedian Will Ferrell, 
who is starring in the new NASCAR 
comedy 

“Talladega Nights: The Ballad of 
Ricky Bobby,” scheduled for release 
later this year. Thus far, NASCAR 
fans are responding greatly to this 
event. 

“It has grown by leaps and 
bounds,” said Milo of the original 
NASCAR Day. “Fans were coming 
up to us in Daytona and asking ‘Will 
this help my favorite driver?’ They 
were eager to help out.” 

The NASCAR Foundation also 
assists the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, who grants wishes to 


children who have life-threatening 
medical conditions. Many of the 
children wish to meet their favorite 
driver at a race. The NASCAR 
Foundation helps to make their wish- 
es come true. 

Another event sponsored by the 
NASCAR Foundation is_ the 
NASCAR On-Track for Charity 
Fundraiser. This is where people get 
together to walk on different race- 
tracks while raising money for vari- 
ous charities. 

“People can get a team together, 
or just help sponsor a team by donat- 
ing money. It is a lot of fun and for a 
good cause,” said Milo. 

The NASCAR _ Foundation’s 
Vehicle Donation Program is where 
people can donate cars, that are 
either too expensive to fix or that are 
not being used, to the NASCAR 
Foundation as a tax deductible dona- 
tion. 

“April is Car Care Awareness 
Month, and we are getting many 
NASCAR crew chiefs together to 
help promote the Vehicle Donation 
Program,” said Milo. “If people can’t 
afford to fix an old car, they can 
donate it to the Foundation. It is a 
good deal.” 

The NASCAR Foundation spon- 
sors a variety of events aimed to 
raise money and awareness on a 
wide range of causes. The 
Foundation works to represent the 
values of the NASCAR Family, and 
through the help of fans, drivers, 
sponsors, and teams, hopes to make a 
difference in the world. For more 
information on the Foundation, and 
how you can help, visit 
www.nascar.com/foundation. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 
2006 Spring Baseball 

Schedule 


The Northern Essex base- 
ball team begins the chal- 
lenge of defending their 
state title on March 12, 
when they travel to Florida 
for ‘spring training.’. Upon 
returning, the Knights have 
a week to rest before the 
regular season starts with 
the home opener on March 
28 against Dean at 3 p.m. 


March 

Florida Spring Training 
12 Lackawanna (DH)* 
8:30 a.m. 

13 Mott College 8:45 a.m. 
13 Lackawanna 11:45 a.m. 
14 Dean 5:00 > = 

14 Danville Area 8:30 

16 C. of Lake County 2:30 
16 Dean 8:30 


Regular Season 
28 Dean Home 3:00 
28 CCRI Away 4:00... 


April 

4 Massasoit Away 3:30 

5 Massasoit Home 3:30 
8 Manchester (DH) 
Home noon . 

9 Bunker Hill (DH). 
Home noon 

11 Southern Maine Away 
3:30 

19 Roxbury Home 3:30 
20 Roxbury Away 3:30 
22 Mass Bay (DH) Away 
noon > 

25 Quinsigamond Away 
3:30 


26 Quinsigamond Home 


6 MCCAC Massasoit hosts 
TBA oi 

12-14 NJCAA Region XXI 
Manchester hosts TBA 


*DH-double header 


-Home games in bold face 
and are held on the base- 
ball field of the Haverhill 
Campus, along Kenoza 
Ave. 

-All game times p.m. 
unless otherwise stated 
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Eagles get no respect in their city © 


Desite solid play, 
Boston College not 
on fans’ minds 


By Curis RAGOZA 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s the end 
of February, 
and the Boston 
sports commu- 
nity is talking 
about Red Sox 
spring training 
and who the 
Patriots will cut 
because of the 
new salary cap. 
The Celtics still get some headlines 
recently because they seem to be 
pushing towards a playoff run and 
the Bruins are still on the outside 
looking in but continue to get the 


articles and the air time they need. 

The Boston College men’s bas- 
ketball team, however, has not gotten 
nearly as much publicity as it should 
considering the inaugural season 
they are having in what could be the 
best basketball conference in the 
nation. 

The Eagles are 24-6 overall and 
11-5 in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) this season and 
are already locked for an NCAA 
Tournament bid in March. Since 
2003, the Eagles have been to the 
dance every year and have continued 
to distinguish themselves as one of 
the best teams in the country. Coach 
Al Skinner and his Eagles are recent- 
ly ranked twelfth in the country and 
are looking to win an ACC title in 
their first year in the league. They 
have two all-Americans -- Senior 
Craig Smith, and Junior Jared 
Dudley, both potential NBA draft 
picks. They are peaking at the right 
time, winning 13 out of their last 15 


games, and are looking to make a 
deep run in the NCAA Tournament 
coming up this March. With all these 
great credits to their name, why is 
BC still on the outside looking in 
when it comes to the Boston Sports 
Media? 

The first answer that would come 
to mind is that we are a baseball city, 
with football approaching as a close 
second. The media and the public 
live and die for the Red Sox, and the 
sports columns are dominated by 
them from February (trade talks and 
pitchers and catchers reporting) all 
the way through the hunt for the 
Championship in October. As soon as 
the Red Sox season ends, the Patriots 
are in the prime of their season, and 
in recent years have dominated the 
NFL and have flooded, not only the 
local papers and television stations, 
but national ones as well. 

As an intern at ESPN 900 Radio, 
I have seen it first hand. Only once a 
week do they do a show based on the 


Playing for country 


Despite obstacles, 
World Baseball 
Classic is underway 


-By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


Imagine a tournament in which 
elite players throughout the globe 
gather to represent their own coun- 
tries by playing the game of baseball 
with their fellow citizens in order to 
win and declare their country or ter- 
ritory the best. 

That’s exactly what Major 
League Baseball and their Players 
Association had in mind when com- 
ing up with the idea of a 16-team 
tournament named the World 
Baseball’ Classic. However, many 
factors have hurt this unprecedented 
event, including players dropping 
out, the timing of the event, and 
players choosing what country they 
would like to represent rather than 
their country of origin or descent. 

“T think the WBC is good for 
baseball,” said Phil Barbanti, a 
member of the NECC baseball team. 
“We get a chance to witness different 
styles of play from certain players 
that we would not have seen other- 
wise. It gives different players a 


March 

8: Safe Spring Break 11-1 
iS eel 

10: Free Pool and Popcorn 
20: 4 vs. 4 Volleyball 

21: Floor Hockey 

22: Ping Pong Tournament 
23: March Madness 

24: March Madness 

27: Volleyball 

28: Floor Hockey 

31: 8-Ball Pool 


chance to be seen and make a differ- 
ence for their respective country.” 

Although many fans (including 
Barbanti) are keen on the idea of the 
WBC, they are quick to point out the 
flaws of this tournament too. 

“Too many stars are dropping 
out of the tournament,” said 
Barbanti. 

Stars such as Pedro Martinez, 
Manny Ramirez, Billy Wagner and 
many other superstars of MLB are 
dropping out of the tournament due 
to different circumstances, but the 
overall reason that these players are 
not going to participate is simply that 
they are not ready to compete and do 
not want to risk injury before the 
actual Major League season begins 
in which they are being paid to play. 

The concept of timing is an issue 
with this tournament because it takes 
place just before the start of the 
MLB season. Players have com- 
plained about this and simply chose 
not to attend because of it. Many 
players, owners, and fans believe 
that this tournament should be held 
either at the midpoint of the MLB 
season or just at the tail end of it in 
November. Too many players feel 
that injuries they are recovering 
from will be worsened or they may 
sustain an injury that could last 
through the upcoming season, if the 
tournament is held at the beginning 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


4: MLB Opening Day 
Party 11-1 p.m. 

7: Kickball League 

10: Ping Pong Tournament 
11: Whiffle ball 

12: Spring Jam (Lawrence 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

13: Frisbee golf 

14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball 

19: Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

21: Kickball League 

24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 


of the season. 

Another issue concerning the 
WBC is players choosing what coun- 
try they would like to represent 
rather than playing for the country 
they had been asked to play for. Alex 
Rodriguez is a prime example of 
this. The all-star third baseman has 
chosen to play for the United States 
rather that the Dominican Republic. 

“The game of baseball has been 
my whole life,” Rodriguez said. “It’s 
given me everything I have. I didn’t 
think this was better for the game, 
the growth of the game, I wouldn’t 
be playing. I felt that I owe this to the 
game. I’ve made the right decision. 
I’m very proud to be playing for the 
USA team. I plan to enjoy it.” 

Rodriguez is eligible to play for 
both nations because he was raised 
in the United States and his parents 
are Dominican. These “loopholes” 
exist for many players. While each 
country will be well-represented, 
they may not have their best team on 
the field. 

The WBC is an original idea that 
was created to broaden the globe’s 
outlook on baseball, but for it to be 
completely successful, many things 
will have to change. The overall 
change that will have to be made is 
getting every player who is chosen to 
compete and represent their country 
proudly. 


27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 
12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 


local college basketball scene. In 
that time we get the least amount of 
listeners calling in to discuss the 
topic at hand. The majority of the lis- 
teners at the station want to hear 
more about when Manny is showing 
up to spring training or who the 
Patriots will slap the franchise tag on. 

Another thought to why BC lacks 
the media’s attention it deserves 
could be that in New England, col- 
lege basketball has never been a fan 
favorite. Sure, we all get pumped for 
March Madness and we do love to 
see our local teams win a game or 
two, but we do not sweat the college 
basketball scene as other parts of the 
country do. Michigan, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Florida, Maryland, 
Virginia, Indiana, Texas, and Kansas 
are all states the bleed their college’s 
colors. This could be that states like 
Kansas and Virginia never really 
have had the baseball and football to 
look forward to. 

Also, those other states have 


always had great basketball teams 
every year. New England has only in 
recent years been getting the hot bas- 
ketball teams. In ‘97, we had 
UMASS with Marcus Camby go all 
the way to the final four, but later 
have it taken away due to allegations 
that Camby received numerous 
things from boosters. The Eagles 
have been ranked as high as fourth in 
the country in recent years (last 
year), but have yet to reach the sweet 
16 in each of the last four seasons. 

Every year Coach Skinner is get- 
ting better recruits, and now that they 
are in the ACC, they are playing bet- 
ter teams and getting better national 
headlines. The Boston media and fan 
base, though, still have them on the 
bottom of the list. The Boston media 
has to start realizing that the Celtics 
and Bruins are not even close to the 
same page as the Eagles are on, and 
they must start getting Boston 
College the headlines that they clear- 
ly deserve. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) How many NCAA national 
championships did legendary 
North Carolina basketball coach 


Dean Smith win? 


2.) What southern college has the 
nickname Chanticleers? 
(Bonus: What is a Chanticleer?) 


3.) NBA guard Steve Francis was 
traded from the Orlando Magic to 
the New York Knicks two weeks 

ago. What team drafted him origi- 


nally? 


4.) What is Dallas Mavericks star 
Dirk Nowitzki's native country? 


5.) The University of Kentucky 
and University of Arizona have 
both won national championships 
in college basketball. They also 
have something in common with 
an animal. What would that be? 
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Continued from Page 1 


“T really love the history and 
atmosphere in the city,” said 
Christina Miller, who has been on the 
trip twice. Miller was looking for- 
ward to attending forums by conser- 
vative speakers. 

“(I was expecting) a good, com- 
pletely ironic time (and) perhaps 
even a little education,” said Dave 
Coman-Hidy. 

The club also got to see local 
landmarks such as the White House, 
The US Capitol Building, the 
Supreme Court Building, the 
Washington Monument, the Lincoln 
Monument, the Vietnam Memorial 
and the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery. The club also ventured to 
the Smithsonian National Zoo and 
the National Museum of American 
History. 

The members traveled to D.C. by 
train, which departed at 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 and arrived the 
following morning at 7 a.m. 

The group decided to stay at the 
Hostelling International Washington, 
which was close to many attractions. 

“The purpose for a hostel is to 
allow young people to travel inex- 
pensively,” said Johnson. 

The large, old brick building had 
six rooms to each of its seven floors. 
Each room housed 12 bunks. 
However, compromising price meant 
dealing with cold showers, unpleas- 
ant hostel staff and roommates who 
were complete strangers. 

“If you just need a place to sleep 
I would recommend it,” said 
Johnson. 

“The hostel was like some mix- 
ture of Cambodia circa reign of 
(Saloth Sar) Pol Pot and a land where 
people use small towels,” said 
Coman-Hidy. 

Regardless of its conditions, the 
group still sees the positives of the 
hostel. 

“T had an opportunity to talk with 
an Australian lady in the bunk next to 
mine, and I found that a very enrich- 
ing experience,” said Miller. 

“One woman from Australia, we 
became friendly with. She had stayed 
in many hostels and was off to 
London after she left D.C.,” said 
Johnson, “She offered us to taste an 
Australian delicacy called Vegemite. 
It tasted like salty black liquorish.” 

“Some Korean men in the hostel 
were pretty cool,” said Coman-Hidy, 


Wile! 


“A guy from California was also 
interesting. I talked with him in the 
lobby for a while about music.” 

One of the group's highlights was 
when they were allowed into the 
Senate Gallery, which was being 
covered by C-SPAN, to witness 
Senators debate over the Asbestos 
Bill. The bill hopes to create a $140 
billion fund for ailing victims 
exposed to asbestos. 

“Sen. (Richard) Durbin (of 
Illinois) during his deliberation on 
the Asbestos Bill turned to us, the 
audience, and started to address us on 
the importance of the bill. This was 
just after Reid had whispered what is 
so important about the Asbestos 
Bill,” said Johnson, “We thought that 
was an interesting coincidence.” 

The groups also got a tour the 
Supreme Court and saw where the 
nine Court Justices sit during deliber- 
ations. 

“The woman who lectured to us 
at the Supreme Court was very good 
and knowledgeable,” said Johnson. 

The group was also free to sit in 
on deliberations that had interest to 
them. 

“T did hear some interesting 
points on immigration. Both sides 
had good arguments but neither side 
really had any solutions that were 
workable,” said Johnson. 

Other than just political high- 
lights, some members went to the 
Smithsonian National Zoo. The zoo 
is the home of panda cub Tai Shan 
who was born in July of last year and 
was the zoo's first successful on-site 
panda birth. 

“The baby panda made the trip 
for me,” said Johnson. 

The group also got to see the 
many artifacts at the National 
Museum of American History. They 
saw Theodore Roosevelt's “Teddy 
Bear,” the statue of “Dumbo the 
Flying Elephant” and also learned of 
the weird landmarks around the 
museum. 

“T asked where the restroom was 
and (the tour guide) said it's over 
there, behind the naked George 
Washington,” said Johnson. 

Another advantage of attending 
the convention is that the club got to 
be around many governmental 
heavy-hitters. 

“Hillary Clinton did walk by us 
and Sen. Trent Lott (of Mississippi) 
said 'hello' to me,” said Johnson. 

Johnson also went to a lecture 


featuring former Speaker of the 
House Newt Gingrich. 

Coman-Hidy was looking to 
meet with members of the gay and 
lesbian civil rights group, “The Log 
Cabin Republicans,” however, they 
were not in attendance. 

Not left disappointed, Coman- 
Hidy did get to witness firsthand how 
controversial attorney and conserva- 
tive author Ann Coulter lives up to 
love-her-or-hate-her persona. 

“Tt turns out Ann Coulter actual- 
ly is a bitch. I waited in line for half 
an hour before she stopped signing,” 
said Coman-Hidy. 

The group also got to see Sen. 
Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania. 

However, when they got a tour of 
the Capitol Building, they were able 
to step inside Sen. Kerry's office for 
a quick photo-op. 

Johnson was also one block away 
when she photographed Marine Core 
One, the presidential helicopter, leav- 
ing the front lawn of The White 
House. 

While at the convention, there 
were many activist groups promoting 
their causes. Some groups were: 
Muslims for Bush, Marijuana Policy 
Project, Independent Women's 
Forum and Students for Saving 
Social Security (The 4S’s). _ 

The 48's was a young group who 
handed out pamphlets on their con- 
cern that read: “The government is 
spending every dime of your retire- 
ment.” 

Prof. Andrew Morse brought 
home a souvenir from the 4S’s — a red 
Frisbee ornamented by a large black 
bolt that meant “Don’t get screwed,” 
the organization’s slogan. 

While there were many clubs pro- 
moting a cause, there were just as 
many unions discouraging the same 
topic. 

Morse also brought home an 
‘awkward’ three dollar bill featuring 
an unflattering picture of Sen. Hillary 
A. Rodham Clinton on the front, and 
Chappaqua, NY moving trucks on the 
front lawn of The White House. 
Morse also had a bumper sticker 
endorsed with the phrase: “Hey 
Hillary, there is a village in Arkansas 
missing their idiot!” 

Both Prof. Andrew Morse and 
club adviser Prof. Stephen Russell 
enjoyed the bumper sticker that said: 
“Soldiers, not teachers, fought for 
freedom of speech!” 

However not all attendants of 


at a lecture in Washington DC. 


CPAC were victims of political satire. 
“Without a question this year’s 
hero was Ronald Regan,” said Morse. 
The D.C. excursion was a way for 
the club members to see diversified 
social and political views and then to 
make their own judgments. 

Overall, all the members enjoyed 
the educational, fun trip and the 
members agree to go again. 

“CPAC was insanely entertain- 
ing,” said Coman-Hidy. 


Yet, despite the successes of the | 


visit, they would still have some 
adjustments for 2007. 

“(It would have been better it we 
had) fundraised and stayed in a real 
hotel,” said Miller. 

“(Next year I will) pace myself 
and pack lighter,” says Johnson. 

“Bring more people! It’s a good 
experience for all those who can sep- 
arate truth from total insanity,” says 


Shey ain, 
Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich speaks 


hn 


Coman-Hidy. é 

Regardless of their pitfalls, they 
realize the importance of the week- 
end. 

“Seeing America's capital and 
visiting historical sites has helped me 
greater appreciate my country,” said 
Miller. ut 

“I have a firmer grasp of 
Conservative views! I can now look 
even smarter in front of intellectuals. 
Also, women will find me more 
attractive,” said Coman-Hidy. 

“This event will mcrease my 
understanding with my fellow con- 
servatives and how dialogue in poli- 
tics is extremely important,” said 
Hoover. 

“Going to D.C. has taught me that 
I need to get more educated on where 
our senators stand on certain issues 
and knowing what those issues are,” 
said Johnson. : 


